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I will bring the blind by away that they know not; I will lead them in pathi 
that they have not known ; I will make darkness light before them, and crooked 
things straight. Iba. xlii 16. 

Be of good cheer, thy sins are forgiven thee. Matt. ix. 2. 
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IV PBEFA.CE. 

To be born again, is, in the eyes of the world, to be 
baptized with water, and to have a portion of morality : 
but, without holiness, no man shall see the Lord. Simon 
was baptized, but was still in the gall of bitterness ; good 
education may bind up man's lust, but will never change 
the heart ; men may escape the pollutions of the world, 
and yet be but swine and dogs; nay, many lukewarm 
professors who lie under that awful sentence, "thou hast 
a name that thou livest, and art dead," are counted religious 
by their neighbours ; yea, are so indeed in their own eyes, 
and are still as far from, the salvation which is in Christ 
Jesus, as the very prophane who are by them abhorred. 
Many have been enlightened, have tasted of heavenly gifts, 
been made partakers of the Holy Ghost, tasted the good 
word of God, and the powers of the world to come, and 
coming short of closing in with Christ, have miserably 
perished. 

The work of regeneration is a heavenly impression on 
the heart, begun and carried on by the operations of the 
Holy Ghost, with an Almighty power, convincing man of 
his ruined, lost, and helpless condition, shewing him the 
necessity of a Saviour who apprehends the lost sinner, 
draws him to himself, and enables him by faith to lay hold 
on him, and so, as one said, Unrighteousness unites with 
the Lord our righteousness, and so Christ becomes to him 
righteousness, justification, sanctification, and redemption. 

This work may be, to them that are strangers to it, but 
as a mere fiction; and let a man say what he can, if God 
does not speak to the heart, all is in vain. 

I know it might have been more acceptable to some, if 
it did appear in the form of a narrative; but I was afraid 
of losing the very expressions of the person whose latter 
end is represented here ; and the least alteration in that 
material point appeared to me, as if the truth of God 
should have been beholden to a lie, merely for the sake of 
ornament. 

My sincere prayer to the God of salvation is, to bless 
it abundantly to the soul of every reader in England, as 
he has been pleased to bles3 it to many abroad. 
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Nothing surely deserves more of our attention than 'the 
last words of dying persons, who speak concerning things 
of the utmost moment and importance : we generally find 
the death bed detects the heart, for however persons may 
deceive themselves before, yet conscience in the gloomy 
chambers of death is generally awakened ; persons in this 
condition having no end to gain, often speak their appre- 
hensions genuine and sincere. As we must all tread these 
gloomy chambers one day ourselves, how soon we know 
not, observations on the behaviour of others who have 
gone before us, when in these circumstances, may tie a 
|ineans of exciting us to lay these things to heart, which 
ought to be considered through the whole course of bur 
lives. 

What I shall present my indulgent reader with, Will 
be circumstances of this nature, exemplified in the peculiar 
life, experience, and death of a young woman, executed in 
the city of Rotterdam* in Holland, the 17th of June, 1763. 
I am certain, if it be received with the same divine blessing 

* Rotterdam, a pleasant City in Sowtti RcNuhu^ ^^b^tana* 
B 
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upon it in England, as it was in Holland and adjacent 
countries, my labours will not be in vain. Happy shall I 
be, if the glory of God, and the good of his dear people 
shall be promoted thereby. 

It is for the most part a translation out of the Dutch, 
but the Translator was at the time this happened not an 
unconcerned eye witness thereof; but as he trusts his aim 
in this, is the exaltation of free electing Grace and Mercy, 
and the good of God's church in England, he will say no 
more of it, but proceed to the work itself. 

Tuesday the 5th of June, 1763, about five o'clock in the 
afternoon, a Minister was ordered to visit a young woman 
in the prison, and placed there in the Mourning-Chamber,* 
which woman he found unconcerned asleep. 

He desired she should be awakened, saying, that his 
intention in coming there was to speak about matters of 
the utmost importance. Consequently she was awakened, 
when the Minister desired to know her name, which she 
said was Anna Catharina Merks, the place of her birth, 
Best,f near Oirshot, her age, between one or two and 
twenty, her religion she said was the Roman Catholic. 
Upon being asked the question, Why he found her in so 
sad a place ? She answered, she had committed such deeds 
as had brought her there. 

Upon this the Minister told her that he was not at all 
surprised at her answer, because it is always a bad omen 
when a Minister is desired to visit a person in such a place ; 
such persons indeed, said he, thus sent unto, can have no 
long expectation of life. Oh ! (cried she aloud) must I 
then part with my young life ? The Minister gave her a 
few minutes time to weep, replying only, that she must 
part with that young life, because she had spent it so 
wickedly, inquiring at the same time in what manner she 
had got her living. Upon which she replied, that she had 
been a servant. Inquiring if she always had been a 
servant, she answered, if it had been so she should not be 
now in such a place. 

* Mourning-chamber is a place where no persons are confined but 
those whose crimes are found capital, to whom the first intelligence 
that they are to die, is given by a Minister purposely sent to them by 
the court ; the sentence of Death is pronounced long after, and but a 
few minutes before the execution. 

f Best, a Tillage upon the borders of Holland, near Flanders. 



The operation of sadness on such occasions, commonly 
takes sudden hold on the heart, and causeth either a deep 
gloomy silence, or on the contrary, an openness of confession 
and self-accusation, the last of which found place in her, 
declaring to him, that she was born a bastard ; that her 
mother died while she was young, and being left to herself, 
without care and education, she had led a rambling life 
where she pleased. In the city of Dordregt* she had bound 
herself to dwell at Amsterdam! as a servant to a hardware- 
man ; consequently she had been travelling to many fairs, 
and when she perceived it to be a profitable business, she 
began by degrees to trade for herself, and had not been 
unsuccessful, having laid up a little money by it. 

In that situation of life, a soldier cast his eyes upon her, 
but had left her without marrying her ; some days after this, 
she declared she was with child by that soldier, to whom 
(upon his having promised her marriage) she had given up 
herself, and that she laid in of that child in the city of 
Leyden,J which died being five weeks old. 

After the soldier had left her, and all her substance 
was spent in her lying in, she led a rambling life, and 
maintained herself by stealing others' property, though at 
that time not quite seventeen years old. 

All the unhappiness which her whoredom with the 
soldier had brought upon her, did not make her stop here ; 
but going on in the same wicked course, she proved with 
child again, and as thieving was her only trade, she was 
cast into prison for it in the town of Vianen,§ and there 
delivered of a dead child. 

After her recovery from childbed, she was in the same 
town tried, cast, and publicly punished and shamed by the 
hands of the hangman, in the month of November, 1762. 
As all the unhappy issues of her whoredom with the soldier, 
did not stop her in that course of life, the infliction of public 
shame and punishment was also unable to stop her from 

* Dordregt, an old trading city in South Holland, on the river 
Maas. 

f Amsterdam, a very capital trading city in the north of Holland, 
on the river Y. 

t Levden, is a large inland city, with a famous University, in south 
Holland. 

§ Vianen, a town in south HoWsnd, nwx ft& to*se\jSl» 
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thieving, being scarcely set at liberty before she went on in 
her old course of life, till being detected near Yselmonde* 
by some farmers' children, was thereupon surrounded by 
the neighbours, and delivered to an officer to be conducted 
safe to the prison in Rotterdam, the 8th of May 1763.f 

But to return : the Minister demanded of her what the 
fountain was from whence sin proceeded ? Her answer was, 
the wicked one, meaning thereby the devil : he told her this 
was very true : but, replied he, dont you think you have 
committed that evil yourself? She answered yes, but that 
it was by the instigation of the devil. But, said he, notwith- 
standing it is as you say, yet you yourself will certainly be 
punished for it, for I observe in every man evil, yea even in 
the youth something very wicked, which it seems the devil 
layeth hold on in order to make man more wicked. 

Thus after he had told her that there was such wicked- 
ness in man, manifestly visible in their youth, he desired to 
know of her if God created man with that principle of 
wickedness in him ? I cannot comprehend it otherwise, said 
she. You do very well, replied the Minister, in speaking 
plain your mind, as you comprehend it ; but suppose, pro- 
ceeded he, if God has created man as you apprehend it, the 
consequence will be that God is the author of sin ; but 
God being perfectly good himself cannot create sin, " as a 
good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit." 

Have you never, said he, after you have committed some 
wickedness, found some anxiety within you? Yes, said 
she. He desired to know of her from whence that pro- 
ceeded, but her answer was she could not tell. It is, says 
he, from the conscience, created of God in every man as 
an officer of God's justice. Do you know, said he, that 
there is a God ? I have heard so, replied she, but I know 
no more of it. You believe then, proceeded he, you have 
not created yourself. She answered, she knew that. Yet. 
replied he, you are created, some being must then neces- 
sarily have created you ; that being is almighty, and that 
almighty one is God. 

* Yselmonde, a village on the river Maas, about five miles from 
Rotterdam. 

f The officer declared that he had minded to let her go, but her 
impudent behaviour, with her cursing and swearing, provoked him to 
bring her to prison. 
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Can you tell me, said he, who was the first man ? Adam, 
said she ; but the question being put to her, if she knew of 
any command of God given to that Adam, she answered, no. 

The Minister beholding her great ignorance, and being 
moved with compassion thereat, sought to know if she 
knew anything of the holy Scriptures. She declared she 
knew nothing of them, and her reason was, she could not 
read. 

The Minister then desired the gaol-keeper to let him 
have a Bible, out of which he read the second chapter of 
Genesis, and told her she was right in calling the first man 
Adam. You see, says he, this book must certainly be very 
old, speaking of such ancient things as I have been reading 
to you ; she acknowledged this, being not quite inattentive. 
This book, proceeded he, is a godly book ; your whole life, 
with all your actions, sins and thoughts, are to be found 
herein. The first man Adam, said he, received a command- 
ment from God, which he transgressed ; reading the third 
chapter of Genesis, from the first to the sixth verse to her, 
from that Adam descended all men, though so numerous 
and of so many distinctions. He told her that man pro- 
ceeds from man, and as Adam by his transgressions became 
a sinner, consequently nothing but sinners could proceed 
from him, and so all men are become sinners. 

Comparing this with the fifteenth chapter of Matthew 
and the nineteenth verse, " out of the heart proceed evil 
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false 
witness, blasphemies ;" you see, said he, here is your very 
picture, which he cleared up a little more to her, asking her 
if she did not wonder to find her very deeds and thoughts 
so accurately expressed in that book, and if that really was 
not her very picture ? She answered yes; and he going on 
said, don't you think God created Adam good and upright, 
but that through his transgression he is fallen and ruined ? 
because, if God hath not created Adam good, God must be 
the author of sin, and you know I have read it otherwise 
to you in the second chapter of Genesis. She answered 
this wholly in the affirmative. Do you know, said he, the 
Ten Commandments ? and her answer was, yes, repeating 
the same in rhyme, but according to the Roman church, 
making from the first and second but one, and leara^*?*** 
the tenth Commandment. 
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The Minister, without taking seemingly any notice of 
this, told her only, that the Holy Scripture was a wonderful 
book, being so many years older than herself; she, and all 
men, very perfectly were described therein. Out of this 
book, said he, will I read to you the Ten Commandments, 
and began with the preface of Moses, in order that she 
might hear it to be the law of God; but mentioning 
nothing of the two first Commandments, choosing not to 
enter into controversy with the sentiments of the church of 
Borne, began with the third Commandment, desiring to 
know of her, if she was not guilty in that Commandment ? 
If she had not abused God's most holy and glorious name 
above a thousand times in her lifetime ? If she was not 
guilty of cursing, vain swearing, and blaspheming the 
name of God, and other sins of that nature ? And if she, 
when hearing such sins committed by others, had not been 
silent under it, without rebuking them for it, and so con- 
senting to it, was become a partaker of the same sin and 
guilt ? And when God's name was used by her, if she had 
done it with that fear, and the inward feelings of that awe 
and reverence which is due to God's name ? Now in this 
Commandment, said he, God will hold the guilty, not 
guiltless; and as it is not expressed what kind of punish- 
ment God will inflict, all sorts of punishments are to be 
expected, and so you will be punished. 

She acknowledged herself to be guilty in committing, 
and omitting against that Commandment. 

Going on with the fourth Commandment, he desired to 
know if she had always kept the Lord's Sabbath-day holy ? 
If she had done no manner of work, nor taken her pleasure, 
neither stolen therein ? And if she had always faithfully 
attended God's ordinances ? She answered, she had broken 
that Commandment also ; she had not been thirty times in 
all her life to church, and then it had been merely out of 
pleasure, and far from any religious principle. 

Upon the reading of the fifth Commandment, she said, 
she was not guilty of breaking ; my mother, said she, died 
while I was young, and my father did never own me as his : 
but the Minister told her, that not only father and mother, 
but magistrates, and all persons under whom we are placed, 
must be understood by the word parents ; declaring her to 
be guilty according to her own history, \>evn% tuxl away 
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from the people by whom she was bound a servant, in the 
very place she was born, and so had been disobedient to 
them ; thus had lost the blessing here promised, and for- 
feited her life, and if she had done nothing else, but only 
the sins committed against this Commandment, on which 
she just now declared herself guiltless, she was guilty of 
death before God. 

Upon the reading of the sixth Commandment, she an- 
swered, surely I am not guilty, because the sin of murder 
never arose in her heart. 

This Commandment, proceeded the Minister, speaks 
particularly and positively of murder; but it teaches us 
plainly at the same time, that the word murder comprehends 
the root thereof, as envy, hatred, malice &c. ; desiring to 
know if she never had found envy, hatred, anger, or malice 
in her heart against any body ? Besides, said he, this Com- 
mandment requires of us to love our neighbour as ourselves : 
did you, says he, never do any damage to your neighbour ? 
Or did you all what laid in your power, to hinder that any 
damage should come to him ? Because, said he, that is 
the natural consequence of that love ; or did not you most 
wickedly bereave him of his own, bringing damage to him, 
and if it had been in your power, should you not have ruined 
him? She was very attentive all the while, and declared 
herself to be a thousand times guilty on this Commandment. 

Her answer upon the seventh Commandment was, she 
was not guilty, because she had never been married. 

But, replied the Minister, the word adultery compre- 
hends all manner of unchastity ; look inwardly, said he, if 
you can find no leprosy there. 

She blushed, and said, yes ; but it must be observed, 
she had said nothing at that time about her whoredom and 
her two children. 

Upon the eighth Commandment she said she was guilty. 

The ninth Commandment being read to her, the 
Minister said he did not doubt but she was guilty of the 
breach of this ; because, said he, you have probably, even 
before a magistrate, spoken about yourself and others, not 
always in truth and sincerity, and if not so, this is full 
witness against you ; you have altered the words of your 
neighbour, or spoken lies of him behind his back. 

She confessed to be unclean tksrcv&, ^oTtf»sssfiEa%\«»iS^ 
and others. 
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the deeds therein prohibited, but at the same time, Jtto 

vtik ywiawon^foftefctafen^eha^ 
finii!t<qrs» o^nhbh^a^b'iiv/ ;>«i li;»j fom? .ivA omd uo^atii 
The whole law thus bein^«e^f<liber,o^#h^ { j^yii0( 
ckxriared ^hflretdfuttc te>^miUy .oil* gqejy .<^ qM »sflnfent 

thereof, the Miuisteioid^try.tb^h^^ilVg)^^^ OT*ftpH 
atoffce Fhokii^of G(id^^o«gti(t^^w th*wet^i^ch 
ofmrai tingle Oflmnwwiwfait^efietyq^ tecg^y^f^eteritfr 
defetift bo*<m^b-^e mo*e i^ha£.e^;:sh,a;fb&tog 1 ^w 
girityy dB alh..i Instructing tor put of 1 ^ *irf jc^t^ff^f, 
tyriSaiaftiaiiSi a*Ain,'AbWiitii.Y»re€ > ,tliat ftoi^WitiPte 
(fta-awae*! whicb ratoieqaaiattd, .-M» i In. *s^a#a.&^ft||i8i 
Go(^^Tm»ain^($D<i^wrt ^qpel of tein$aavediifoi|#i 
iritbatitioammuitt^wjdb^^ but , i?ntfaJ < J»I 

babiai^ Aoiil hij^t^^ \ >2* >&}£& 

alienationifiromil3i^4]r<)*»iJM»atxdfto¥enaiit, that, she oo^M* 
pbftbo^ or haroaftotr 0K{>«ot;^Q,li»y^ the jeaatpar^jany 
pfe^pftmijaetf promised let God's, word* and M wi##ufcia 
ed^rta^fcwitkGodr Umngh.fill4^ ; ages of etwmity, ( $tq5ftj 
W^a»d*d*iaa>,jthe pwperiy.of hu^ with; whem*lie:;Sra*>ai 
6Cfflena»t»e>8., Aft yonder* -dwd.in trespass©*! and..4*i% 
fttMhfMAtty you Jtarer .oajv enjoy, eternal life* , fijr v » n^tl^| 
vifcltomcaft eaterv-Heavoow ( 4. ; You,a*e a child. ^f jG$$t 
■ratiwwbithtmath of the ipest high aaddread&l At^ftD 
everlastingly will be poured out upon yQUj^yQUtJta&g 
aafwaJedrfroot the faoeoftiie; Almighty. I^yeunftink, 
nmk^syy^da are dead, ail will.be dead?r >Nq* «ai&Ab$ 
Idtebfe**»Vrbnt, proceeded he,.do : yqu knosr thedMfeb 
cera btewixtfrne&and beasts 2 iAnd she anaw^edi£n£jf 
3*ftacd4p*efetiotthe cleared up to 1 her; 5 aqd: shie : .beJfcvjeA 
ate!saiS,ithat after death there ireroaiofl as^ulioi-uaj.irM^ 
Jaaufoqr ed*er.*irther out of Mttttbew ,^;08( .i^yn^aj} 
W^irihwe ifry«* can/ how manytffrj^tjuete. , b^*&*r &tf& 
She answered,;, aternal /gkiy^.ftut : Vpoke nothing,-* (fwhji$]| 
i«DKriei|tffteaT)Gft]ta)*fai^ • •-.• -'uiW ..^i T 

*i ♦fiimeitbnft -after -tlris tfrati ojtppituni)t^r-s|^akinfb§f 
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thinking thereon, she could never comprehend any thing 
of it. 

There is (replied the Minister, in answer to his own 
proposed question) not only an eternal glory, hut a hell, a 
place eternally burning of unquenchable fire, wherein all 
the damned are cast. Pray, said he, look now upon the 
life you have led, and tell me which of those two places 
you think will be your portion. 

I have hope, said she, because God is merciful ; that 
he will forgive my sins for my youth's sake. 

Will your temporal judge, replied the Minister, pardon 
you for your youth's sake ? She answered, no. How much 
less, replied he, the Judge of heaven and earth, God, the 
righteous Qod himself! you can have no hope at all upon 
this foundation : it is certain, God is merciful and willing 
to forgive, but he is righteous also, and neither can nor will 
let sin escape unpunished ; the ungodly shall surely see no 
life, and if you die in this condition, there is no hope for 
you, nor other expectation, but to be cast and kept in the 
flames of hell, with the devil and all the damned. 

God is too righteous to pass by sin unpunished. But, 
said he, are there no means of escape ? Yes, of prayer, 
said she. Tell me, replied he, how can you pray ? She 
then said the Lord's prayer. But, proceeded he, the prayer 
of the wicked is an abomination unto God ; how can one 
pray that is unclean ? and you have confessed to be wholly 
such a one. But, said he, do you know the form of the 
Christian faith ? She said, yes ; and repeated the same in 
a broken manner. 

The Minister, on purpose to lead her on, by the con- 
fession of the Christian faith, to the doctrine of Redemption, 
desired to know of her how many Gods there were ? And 
her answer was, three ; adding to it, she hath always in 
the Roman church, understood it so. But the Minuter 
told her, that the church of Rome confessed with the Pro- 
testant church the same, namely, one God in three persons, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Do you know, proceeded 
he, who Jesus Christ is ? She answered, no* 

The Minister shewed her the necessity of the know- 
ledge of Jesus Christ, he being the only Saviour ; (hat he 
wis perfect man, or could be otherwise no surety for i 

O 
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that ktaS'Cb* payment 'tnuBt be done in the Mine nfcture 
irhfcreltfthe dcfct was made. ' ■ ■ :u 

,l>'/iTha# : he'Wjas God, because no created being could net* 
Uwl Weight of -the wrath of a just and angry God, shewing 
tfe^be* must- not only be both God and man, butaiban 
without sin, and so not being necessitated, first to 4ac*iflcd 
fov Mm*tilt<> being only capable to pay the ransom un tot God, 
hailing no sin or guilt himself; furthermore, that ' Jdm 
Christ, not only hath been able to satisfy, but actually hatU 
satisfied God's righteous justice, by his bitter: sufferings 
arid death Upon the cross, and that for this only, Go& can 
forgive our sins. ■ - ■ > • i n u 

That Jesus Christ died, was buried, and had stiffened 
thY torments of hell in his soul; was upon the third! day 
raised from the dead, and after that was forty days upon thi 
•titfth ; was ascended to heaven, in order to pray for every 
One thai believed in him, as an eternal High Priest, andiin 
them*, as the members of his church, to pour out the Holy 
Ghdst* and by his power, to defend them always against 
their spiritual and temporal enemies. ■■^■■{ 

That he sits at the right hand of the Father ; that Ctod 
the Father, through him, ruleth and reigneth over all things; 
fitttti J whence he shall come again to judge the quick and 
the dead, and then shall take up with him, in his retarmib 
htttotri, all them who have believed in, and are threugh 
hlttv justified and sanctified, to live eternally with himvfo 
b*i satisfied with the joy of heaven throughout aD eternity! 
lyyi qfhat in the mean while he shall judge and condemn 
tfel* unbelieving world, to be cast out eternally in the lake 
that 'burns with fire and brimstone, prepared for the devil 
abd'bir angels : after having spoken so, he concluded With 
that important truth, that Jesus Christ must be known^ no 
other name being given in heaven and earth, by which 1 we 
oa^to saved* i •-- ■ i 

woiJitAh, said he,: the mighty and wonderful God Would 
bittdrthisupori your heart and sanctify it on your soul! A»d 
bfcrtdtttt' been Jseeking the face of the Lord in prayer, with 
and wr her, he desired that for her should be read, Romans 
thglfiwtwabtV third chapters; the first of Corinthians, .the 
tilth/ ickiaptsr | 'Joshua t$& seventh, and Zechariah thfe 

n^Wifcjiif8.:J7JJlll)Lo;i': !...( •..-...; ............ 



, ; i Wednesday * 'ntfrning- thfc r Mteisteffn jweos^aniai j J# 
another gentleman, went to visit hep* -TheJ&ni^rfdsw^ 
toknbw if she tfe&ted veil the. ,la*ttajgk& ^Sheranairfred, 
no< / The '*e^o»_ being dejaandedj ah© aAJLd^hed^fr&tat 
mgoteaid sx^ many .things to her on^whiehtshfcffeadlbwfc 
throKngrthe-wholfe Bight. .. ■•'.;.,.. ■' . > ,,,-. AUH trroifjivr 
>HH«*toldfaeXi.as.8hehad bo much to do in *h0[d*y:ttni*l 
niight resti wasnecesdary -for her* otherwise it iftigh* weaken 
hec(b^djr k and bo make the few dayashe had to.Uve.bu*<tef9 
spjrie and miserable to her; hut, saidbe> it is cettain^ftl 
tfoe firings erf which! spoke to you last night a*e df .tha 
utmost importance, and worthy ten times more ofvgptft 
taddtts meditation in the condition you ate ia- .1 
vi.iJc repeated briefly what he had spoken tbe< night 
before*: and said, it will be a peculiar privilege, if tGtadiif 
pleased to bind it upon your heart, to discover to yov<?tfes 
miserable ccraditiota. wherein you are. Upon the qmefttiom 
ifl»«he could pray, she said, yes ; repeating the Ten ,Gora> 
teandments as the night before, imagining th%t;;to>bg3L 
prayer; praying further, the Lord's prayer, eftdingiitifCf 
fcMtte according to the manner of the Church of iRom£. 
;>■.. Do you believe, said the Minister, God to beAyetif 
Father } She answered in the affirmative ; and reason- being 
demanded* because* said she, God hath created me* > t> odl 
rf^i.'Tnie, said the Minister ; but do you think if a jmfati 
okUdisaid to an honest man, you are my &thear % ; b^wld 
he pleased therewith? No, said she. How^ pjQQf&de&teJ 
uaaoiywr. caE God your father, seeing yquoifeipt jfeeJitved 
ydnraelf like. a baatard unto him ? So you Kwcfc. fitadtr «rfi 
ffiaifcndurihitofi because an obedient chM:tf^'»he/toJit* 
fethefcsdl love and respect; but you have gifae^jtb&f^fAtJi 
all yowno(bedienoe^ not to God, but tfr tteifanU{Mi JQto 
iordianti/faithet, . • ;..:■ ■ ;•; •:,r : ^ ^a'.oo ocacn iod)o 

The other gentleman joining the converstft&a&tf W&lo 
fcfavdWomnVjwti ■ pray;, Hallowed bej tjbjl l^e^gfartlhow 
bitf^ytfu^iK^iHyTdOiSO;' you prflffesfifty.ftP/doJBg^ttfisfcajli 
*lidei;ith^impreaak>iis.0f GodythoUne|» 4 J^i«^(me^aj 
gmuTfirfl afraid-Ao idishtfaiw* God^b€bbeJ3&&»& f wd 4mf>A* 
sfeyaberjim&iWeU and' ^ri^edtvb»;fj?pi|))/ $P%d»m&9ii$ 
^tdi^thtosfisefenjrouiiiiayad urf^lfew^LG^l^Abl^f fiifd 
adorable name, and where you should have gfoqj&bAdM 



magnflfiedy hfcn^you have done dishonour unto him and 

^TTpu^pray, ; <jrod's kingdom to come ; but you have set 
aj)i J9iifi .powers at work to build up the kingdom of Satan, 
tpi annoy .tie kingdom of God, placing yourself under the 
goyernuient of the devil as his faithful subject, to support 
his ; kingdom ; so in this prayer you mock God. 
v . ; r Ypu pray, God's will be done in earth as it is in heaven; 
fyutyou have most wickedly abused God's holy name, and 
Ms kingdom, as much as lay in your power, endeavouring 
io destroy it; mean-while declaring by this prayer your 
will to be united with the will of God ; consequently,' that 
you are heartily obedient to his blessed will, at the same 
tune opposing most scandalously the same, and have been 
obedient to the will of Satan, and to your own wicked will. 
Tfou, have, by your actions, said to God, Not thine but my 
wd| )be done. Don't you see, woman, how you mock the 
^flighty by your prayer ? and he will not pass by sin and 
m^tery unpunished, and he can justly bring upon you 
eierjoal damnation. 

i Ypu pray, Give us to day our daily bread ; how is this 




risible ? you was not contented when God gave you bread 
in an honest way, but you have, against God's command 
afld this* prayer, with subtlety and violence, robbed your 
neighbour of his own, where it was God's revealed will to 
.for your bread with your own hands, and now you 
^bitter consequence thereof; the judge will condemn 
"sh you, and think you to escape the vengeance of 
j;e of heaven and earth, whose will was, you 
tfave been content with your wages? and so this-' 
prayer is but mocking God also. • ■ 

■ Ypu, pray, Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
l^e^tj^at; trespass against us; don't you see you can no 
more pray this than the other? You have augmented your 
g\$t, every moment, with a determined intention to go on 
injrpur abominations ; yea, where you was to forgive then* 
w^p, frespassed against you, you stole of them who wetcM 
not indebted to you. o u 

\ M iYpu, pray, iiead us not into temptation, but deliver us' 
froji* t^e wicked; here is at least as much deadly fcproey 
asjn ( ^jpj^r^r^e^.^leadius not into: temptation*, but 



deliver ^tfranft^^ 

mocked God in this ? for instead of striving •tfWhW $6t!IS 
jwwer tbnsl^itt' whatnefluia 't&n£t T ! and fenMav¥'%ir r 4mdjer 
the powero* 'aM* 4^1fed;JyW*fc!aVfe ^r^tiglrt^bnmff 1 ^^^ 
the pbwar «rf"tWttt)t«lidtiV!aiid> , aave *beefr f bBe^n^Wn¥ 
tMWjptotiotisJof ^t^^th^deK-il; -thus 1 haT^m^niMfgl 
with your ofaH\ix»t^&vvW&#, l &T^ fleets,- tfW^^tfl 1 Ol^f 
tire- tem^Motts^^f it^^dtevli^atidyotff ownnear4f, ( l Wl 
fcery,tofe*rf ,^ttr^s^V;itfnd< ! sb^b^ l are, instead of cb: 
qutj*ronr>toiidef )^ M b66ottie ^mer^'und mote Unfed 
chamedtoit.'^ ?*• ; , <-'-^--<' '■'- ' ■ *• ,J "/';, 
injiW^'QathaPind^coiiliAties he; is it soabcjut ytrar 7 
prayers '.as I haw told y<ra, ot» is it otherwise. l ' ,0 ^ 

• i r.SbefJobrife^sed^wyfai^,' You have spoken right,; 'Bit £3? 
biiro dreadfallf «i»«^d. i ' ..■.•:■■■ .mido 

v . n Yes, iwjittan^ 'replied the gentleman, if God ghre yjiCw 
safe tfhafra grea* siimer you are, yoii should, ask £untjP 
toatare, sink hefofleihim in the dust; and acknd^lfey^^ftlB^ 
greatness, of -your ui>Wighteo\isnes3. Behbld, it lo'ok^mWP 
dismal and dreadful round about you! you 'sfcantT e#e9j? 
mdmenfrinldahgety'tbat Odd, an angry God, wfHlr/Auf his 
vengeance dowtf ^otryou-, and oh ! then all is lost ( w^fiB 
Jou«ternaUT;;0 K< •<- .. ^ '--^ "* m 

•t rr.'Amxieiy-nnfitfn^ttish' Ml Upon her, and she was l^gflf 
imdeWgreafr^erpieaity of mind. ' 
crr.^othi ^ntlemtti^rogosed to her, if she desired 5 $M 
pray^rA>iiuA«hBlaii$wiEh:eS, O yes \ After prayer, tae^ t#i* 
ojoiiMneauied her; ^niotwith standing all her sin and 6SSH, ttf 
pre* Qad' f&r Jdi««fckig light. Of the - latter part of thl; 
li^dtejiBaye*£oa$fter *be Roman : manner, they took rio" 
notice, but departed. * iov*iq 

?/?i»jlhve^6nuig { of* the same day, 'Hie ^NfMlfer^&gaiii 
v*ited'»herv'3iH* desired to know how^he^diff.^lm SkW 
sWnfcgtea*di**»*«* I am afraid I AaTl^llo^t^r^vHP 
and cpnduitedr^>e was certain • she : shtiu!d W%rV3horWS 
aoarif Jkdwtfrfehali be miselrtibte eveMas^gW^, t MW 
tbat^tiLeygercd^man's words lay 'as' ^h^y^tftj^^ 
my heart, and I see clearly I have sinned afc^fr&n^flcni n 
Cbmnaakflfantets «Loeedingl$r, rind -every &nM Myfetfl^id. 
s^nriyrriatf^tlie Ibord, and-n^I JthWi caim^r$& 8W* 
cause £juttf<im&ery and my ^er^^aye^firuft; Wa^nTto me.** 
C 3 
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I 4io notr%now,^re^eti»d she, from whence! shal}< obtain 
jtodonjfcJ*w*y iaKftterous sins,' and without that pardon ^royi 
damnation fcf su*e? thiiri* the cause of my distress v. Qk}rf> 
dO'ttflt know wbeirc to fly tor help! ■ ■ • ■ i •;:.« i "o( li 

• Tlie Minister, after repeating 'what was spoken to hen 
in the morning, desired to know of her, if there werewtf 
angefe that could pray for her ox help her in her distress^' 

'■ Her answer was, yes, and that she had prayed Gbwhtor 
send her an angel to defend her; ■ •■ ■ ■ <• ;iob 

i-' 1 • Do you think, said the Minister, angels can pray fbt-«s£ 
She answered, she thought so: he told her angels w*td 
created beings, and though glorious creatures, yet infinite** 
less than God; that Ood only wa* alljpresent and omnia* 
eient, and not the angels; and it's very uncerfeinyhe* 

Eyers, her smart, and misery* should ever cornea itd 
knowledge of angels; and if so* surely her end .trass* 
be miserable. But, said he, can Mary not pray for us, being 
&$ mother of the Lord Jeeus, after the flesh; can hei 
paatyer* not find intercession by her Son? She said yea* 
believing that Mary could pray for her. The Minister ant 
gwetfedin the negative, not only with the arguments spoken 
before about the angels, but that Mary, like unto us, was 
b&rn from Adam, had been a sinner, and hath obtained 
raerdjr in the same way and manner as other sinful creature^ 
Ab& consequently could not do any thing for her ; but, too* 
e&Hed^he, what do you think of the other Saints? %o4 
tfefbi^htishe said, they could pray for her : and he answered; 
tfty,*thejr have been in the like sinful and miserable ease wi 
5te^'afi?d ourselves : but suppose, said he, they did kriow 
y$ti#*asei and were willing to assist you, first theyanwst 
SbtlrtW permissiion from the court of Heaven to makeihter- 
^eyskitt'for'such a great sinner before the throne ^rf-God} 
the eupretae Judge ; that the event thereof was uncertain; 
and 1 ' ■ sirpjbsc permission was given them to draw near tide 
&*otte r 4ri your behalf, it is still more uncertain they shoal*} 
flbtaih mercy : for you : mean- while, said he, your.4imte& 
shott, 1 consisting but of a few days, your cause too^gfeity 
dttd of' too much importance to venture the same upqwa; 
&bgie»may bef that you ought to consider better of it| iaai 
not to> trust upon a sandy foundation, an eternity iofiha^pia 
liesaU)i mietery* •"*-■•■ ■■; ^'- »■ *■■•■■ ■■■^^ ■'*-!■ Jit.'<u; 
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nisfiiipjiouo Jo^T^tofloifrusfa lw*bh^i^),fr«<irf^»feQilri 
imitwhtchei{tYv.<if jmuifflinbtfUi^eitfaw 
tfn*e> youBhoJilldvecteiv&Aigreaft ahdirfaluabfe tteASjfyQ&Jtaif, 
if you should come too lftfJMyofe SBQVlWibdW^WOil* *mjnii> 
nerit dat*ge*£ w/ould .^ ©u rg®; ifey^yoftd^ ,te&#»a/[yflfrrthe 
fiurtbesi wajtf jo), would* you l ran . the >p^&e.s^a*^rfihe^»fe 
Wayi»wirdfli{ti?i I .would* go mith# m^MiJmyXGfi9>ifk4$&s 
very g0ad*£ffi$iedfhejidO/SOi here also ; tfvyiw^^ii^par- 
don before you die, you shall find the; treasure of aijetetrBal 
fedghftqfcmtatirfn-j.jif . you, aW ijot^ecptteiledt^bc Pod 
be£»e^i^<meiv)*ofc: will not onljL> run* the .-h&mifQS* beiflg 
tfernainyt W, butyoux- destructor* i» itievitabje^;; wtorefcse 
tkeirjT<tO;go oainufUlong aB^iUolwrtainfroaiiprftyiB^^ 
an^ela^Ma^and Saints, by whom .there is »o*certainty Q& 
beingrheardy /will they have compassion on youj pasty /e* 
aad.fibd mercy for you? Oh» go on in the ^epjreati^ayf) 
fesus Christ is the only wlay, the truth and -the life ; witfeoitf 
him there is no , salvation ; he i& sadvation himselfe and 
wherefore then should you put yourself in 4a»gerr$$hej| 
yon may bo safe* •>,■.[{ ••.■..\$ ^nv/^Wod 

■,.. She assented to this ; and after he had called itijfon; ike 
Lord to look in mercy upon her, he departed. ,. ,uV .'nolod 
. ■.. Thursday morning tho other gentlemaa.jc wiring jtQi«<e$ 
her, asked her, if she rested well the last, -night* fuC^hiBfti 
said she ! and the reason being demanded, sh^ .aj^wetoik 
Oi^6ir f I have something else to do than t<* slftfp^jj^e 
under, Gods wraths and under the curse, IM IM&tlJu&to. 
lost for ever! oh, to die is nothing! bu& fo* everi jfofijey^r 
toohei lost, is dreadful ! She. spoke thos&:Word9iJ9 j^r^-eJK- 
nestaxess;: fear and anguish was visible in,tefcie©u&te»%8ej& 
- t) iUte, gentleman feigned not to believe. fthM^?(CQA^et© 
and)anguiBh)proceededfrom 1 the fee* ..of tjhe»?sec:en<k*bitt 
ratfc)exaf thefir»b,.the temporal dea4ih. floes, M&r$fti4 Ifa 
tfafe feari of /death, and the shame bhte-M&,%ttim&!fti<<l<ii&§ 
Jrtm to speak such words ? She aafcuredi himj that fHiteafbftfrt 
thaiuibut the fear uof being .eteraajly lost joth^feij ibfiatfy 
OttjteB^eaj?tii .He. desired to kno.wjifi s^erjfeadobe,e«,in 
prayen? ^hetanftwered^ that one,badjbf£ilJ#ftdingjfa» hm, 
tod tnatahejbddibBeaprayii^^^^ ljefiia>t¥gfet 

•igljt.Df. hot mob* fayovtimki sfcwkhfc Acppjwuto any 
possible deliverance for you ? and her answej i^Mi J(A8&it 
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k#0;$, Jrffcoffc «»$#(; rift:Jo>wtwt mltf g^ys-aahy^bejt before 
t^?«i?^,oltiy^M^b^ul43Qotbe .greal^ norariy/ aaraddtieHi 
s^^as^j^dlldoT^a^ly! see myself to Statid. ^uilfcyjof tU£ 
V^c£^.0v^Oommaaiclaieiit/of Ghod, and if IreinttiBradp 
I-a^t^t, **nI Undone for .ever, and that to be lost ib* everq 
istcjojie^yforfajel , - •■'..- .'"!■*■. -»ik 

a? Tfke^gisntieni&fc perceived her to be deeply doneerhed, 
ai^)TjU^r-gjpeat dietres* ofnaind. : ■• •* .•■ Awa 

% .jiet.ns^said be to hejv eall upon the Lord together^ fcbt* 
Uraye4 §rst ; alone, ,attd : the substance of her prayer '«waafe 
tjjafc (Gfod* would tapieaaed to give her a true £nd right feigfatj 
of her sins, and that she might find grace in <hifi sight 4o b& 
c&afig^d ,and converted in that place, ■< The gentleman 
* played earnestly- to :God in her behalf, and told her oftetJ 
fffajterj that it was tme> there was fox her and for the chiefl 
o&^ginera deliverance, but in no other way than threu^hri 
J#$P# Christ,! and that there is without hun no salvation]} 
fj^sj^oriin^ conversation ended therewith : the Miniatexo 
repaired to ^er in the evening, and found her in the samel i 
c^$#c*^, distressed under a sense of her lost conditibn; 
bu&a/Srthe, -conversation was circumstantially the same aasfr 
%gjsprning f we will pass it over. . ■' ojJ3 

aii j?$\$a$- morning the gentleman coming to .her, desired) 
t§ J£n$vr fc<W$be had passed the last night ? She answered?! 
I am in great fear and anguish, from a sense of my tiaqpb 
n&f e 3RMvI *ft* W s she* I have forfeited all things, not so 
^H^VWw^jI^vp forfeited my life in this world, anrio 
sh$&|^ gjioj^p&r^witk it, but rather* that if I remain wr 
I^g^^TOntpbaU be. lpdt*tei«naliy. • •..' » nl iird 

bnlfo&hi^toknow of her* if sheeould. pray ? flhe^said^d 
s§f $%$. \$$ty®& wd imany times' ou,t of the distress] urf; he»I> 
hej^ lf ^^jffi^<^reijld'give her aright flight of her sinsiandfJ 
be merciful ^>ber>»i: . . ;; , , ■ '■■ *uuood 

bcyWgWeij^^i^^ted'to her, in a brief mahner/£he 
w^.xa^^^Ws*: rOf -God with a sinner* in bringingrjbinnjs 
ii^^QO^^tiftft.p^iibw pinftil state;- andv< said he> that'Oodif 
inj$ l^g^you fiOJQvbeed of the. sinful state you are in,ianoV 
l^jil^friW^i^ifl frefrgraee in Jesus Christ ; what a pfcfob 
v^g^^qul^tb^trb^.foe you! and therefore I recommeadK 
yfft, f to^lA«upQ^ thJfc Jiord tQ. have mercy on you* andiitow 
cQJbYJ^#Q%< ./T^kigg \\m to-, be eiraugh at thaitjtiuie,£mf3 
went to prayer with her and departed. 
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In the evening' &ue Minister found her f* the samte 
condition wherein the gentleman left her m the morning. 1 
She was in great distress through the fear of beingf Ibstf 
eternally; this was a heavy weight upon her heart! She 1 
prayedtfirst alone, and concluding with the Lord's prayer, J 
she left out the latter part thereof upon her own accord. ' 

.> The Minister desired to know the reason thereof!, in 
such a manner, as if he did not approve of her omitting 
that part. She answered, that part was not good, because 
she doubted that Mary, or any other Saint, could hear and! 
pray for us. He went to prayer with her, and concluded 1 
the conversation for that time. 

i . Saturday morning the gentleman coming to her, desired 
to know how she did? Oh, said she, I am most miserable V 
I lie under the wrath of God, and under the curse ! I shall i 
be lost for ever ! But, replied he, what may be the reason; 
thereof? Oh, said she, I have no Redeemer! Do you want 
one, replied he? cannot theangels pray for you? She doubted 
if the angels could not yet do something for her* : >l 

The gentleman demonstrated to her the impossibility; 
thereof; but, said he, what do you think of the saints? 1 
She was not quite purified from that opinion ; but he mude^ 
the unsoundness thereof appear to her as clear as the sun 
in the mid-day : and having prayed with, and for her* he*' 
departed. ■ 

The Minister desired to know how she did, when he' 
came to visit her in the evening, and her answer was, she 1, 
was now a little better. A little better, said he, that is good'; '" 
but from whence proceeds that? God, said she, is rigbtfeotts, ' 
but also merciful, and she hoped he would pardon her and 
deal mercifully with her, and if he did not convert her hi 
the prison, it was in his power to do it in the last moment/' 
because he did so with the thief upon the cross. ; "•■'■' ,(I 
•Well, Catharine, replied the Minister, suppose yot* had 
a great debt, and you desired your creditor U> acquit you" 
thereof, do you think that would be a sufficient payment 1 ?' 
would not that creditor justly say to you, you must- pay the n 
debt or give me a surety, by whom I may be ' fully satisfied' 
Now, because iyou cannot pay him, neither brin^ aiure^jC 17 
would you comfort youTself in this case ? No,, Burety, safer? 
shfi5 with leas foundation, replied he* can ! you** eta&ffiifiP'-' 
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tjnaii Gofl will spare you because you cannot pay, neither 
]$ve you, found; a surety. -.■■■.■■. -v. 

He perceived her to stay upon a wrong and sandy; 
ipuudation^and that somebody had ministered oohifotft to 
Bertlrpm God's mercifulness without Christ, and unhappily 
fya&/set her. down upon quick-sands, i • . ■. i 

^'. *VS(hat,Gpd can4p, proceeded he, according to his in finite: 
grace and mercy, is no certainty that he will do is©; ihA> 
example, of the murderer upon the cross, said he; isHrue, 
hut at the same time, the only one in the !whole Biblfe, qpb 
posed to a number of others, quite the reverse; this. rtraai 
not God's common method ; there is one instance of itha$ 
miraculously sudden mercy, that none may despair* audi 
hut one, that none may presume, for the other thief "oxfcihel 
left hand found no mercy, hut went to hell and destruction %\ 
a# he tcleared up to her out of the 23rd chapter of Lft&e ; 
aud going on, he told her, that her time heing so shcirty shel 
hi£ reason to hemoan the loss of that day, which was sjterttf 
wiflioutprofit ; and concerning the thief on the cross* js4uk; 
he, he had several things above you. ' •.• i it j* •->! 

y ,jgtie burst out in lamentations, over the loss of that Hay. 
1UI uJhe^JViini8ter going on, told her, the thief had;-. heicite 
(yoia»4rman, declared himself to be guilty ; that hfeidJflfi 
JlBWi"^ sentence past and executed on him; that* he! 
pu^jljcly proclaimed the innocence of Jesus, and m.dqmgl 
sp^ecjfared him to be the immaculate Lamb of Godj iowil 
skittered for the sins of God's people ; none fcdfithfrtft) 
tgyigs^ said he, have as yet a place in you ; you eaaiiaYfta 
no^ounij.pf flny.hope upon God's mercy without CJbliifi^/ 
if^j^jwhk in eternity, and if you find no Redeemer*! tyoii J 
niu^t j^rish , everlastingly, there being in heaven* 7 amdi 
ea^^ t c^bervB.edeemer than the Lord Jesus; that^dneoi 
> mercy in God but what comes through Je$u$> ttiiwnyd 
^wf verv cpmfortahly she might expect sand iopiel'for 
Sf.Q^iima^ short, and this day lost out of jife r to baiA 
^.^adi^uch perplexity* aud anguish crone ruptaoligiri 
^^cppn^;jshe wept and lamented bitterly k cuyin^qujli 
$ /kw$ give me no more, I am lost forever; hiomoa 
, flo^-JTOJwrfSft Minister,! *ftt i* most ; ee??tain>7a«diSi»di 
is no reason to flatter yourself wife tQwK^-fti^TCjb^i&ftuijB 
PMSfesQ^*^*^*^^ i«fMf)JMttfi^^a«Ptt <tf in 
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his mercy, the last is as the first, and you can do no tiring* 
woman, to persuade God to pass by his righteousness to 
grant you mercy. . t 

He desired to know if she would pray ? She kneeledj 
down and complained bitterly over the loss of that clay, 
praying God to give her a sight of her sins, and to reveal 
the Redeemer to her. After that he prayed for her and 
departed. 

The following day, being the Lord's day, and the tenth 
day of the month, the other gentleman came to visit her 
in the morning, inquiring how she did, and if she had a 
good night' 8 rest ? Night's rest, said she ! can I sleep when 
I see myself to be so guilty and damnable before God ! Oh, 
I had work the whole night betwixt God and my soul, 
more important than sleeping. 

The gentleman seeing her labour under the guilt that' 
lay on her conscience, endeavoured to arrest her thereby.: 
He found she had lost a deal of bodily strength that night, 1 
and the persons that attended her declared, she was the' 
last night, at least ten times in prayer. * 

He compared her to a lost sheep, desiring to know if 
she could not perceive God's goodness in thus seeking 
after her, though in a dismal prison ; notwithstanding you . 
have run from him, said he, by all your sins ; have mocked; 
him, have been obedient to the devil instead of him : havet 
lived by theft, broke his holy Sabbath, all what he has' 
commanded omitted, and done what he prohibited : yet, V : 
sayi he comes to seek you as a lost sheep, in order, if you* 
will follow, to bring you to his fold. After reading to net! 
the fifteenth chapter of Luke, dont you see, proceeded Me,' l 
that you must come to God even as the Prodigal Son* cph- TT 
fessing with shame you have sinned, being unworthy to? 
be called his child ? ! r 

< The gentleman was not ignorant, that sometimes 1 a* 
kind of repentance, called gallows repentance, prbpeeding 1 
mote from natural fear than the power of grace, was tiyind 
in persons under sentence of death ; yet, here he thought!? 
something of a better nature appeared ; he began to iJtunK 
that God was about to glorify his name in her ! conversion, 
atra vessel of free mercy. l ^ 

''■- It is not against God'* way and dealings wrfl^sknterli; 
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said he, to reveal their iniquities to them in the night ; 
speaking from the thirty-third chapter of Job, in the fif- 
teenth, sixteenth, seventeenth and eighteenth verses, "in * 
dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep falleth 
upon men in slumberings upon the bed, then he openeth the 
ears of men and sealeth their instruction, that he may with* 
draw man from his purpose, and hide pride from man ; ho 
keepeth back his soul from the pit, and his life from 
perishing by the sword." 

"While he was speaking out of that part of Scripture 
she was very attentive, telling him directly a very remark- 
able story ; in the night, said she, before I committed the 
crime for which I am to suffer, I saw in a dream, very 
clearly, the place where I, the following day, committed 
the fact ; the things that I stole, the farmers who appre- 
hended, and the officer that took me from them ; the cart 
that carried me away, the very way I went along, the judges 
before whom I was tried, the prison, and particularly this 
very room where I am now in ; the scaffold whereupon I 
shall die, and the very manner of my death. Now I do 
believe, said she, this was a warning of God, but I did not 
regard it. 

The gentleman hearing this with wonder and amaze- 
ment, told her, this was most probably a warning from God, 
and a very remarkable one, to draw her off from her wick- 
edness. Have you not, said he, abundant reason to stand 
amazed at the goodness of God, that he is still pleased to 
think on such a vile sinner as you declare yourself to be, 
in order to warn you of the danger to which you lay open, 
and what thereby deservedly might come upon you ? 

Further taking an opportunity from the day, (being the 
Lord's day) he told her, this was a holy day unto the Lord, 
wherein the people of God were assembled together in the 
house of God, the house of prayer, seeking the Lord with 
prayer, thanksgivings and praise, and hearing the word of 
God preached as food for their immortal souls ; but your 
transgressions, said he, have cast you out from the society 
of men, and have made you unworthy of that blessing now 
enjoyed by others, particularly as you have always neglected 
the preaching of God's holy word when you was at liberty. 

But still, proceeded he, it is a great privilege in your 
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before ygu go #enee imd be riomort seeif.' 

Would' you look upon me, .said lie, to be your friend or 

encni^y, if'.t saV the top of the prison in flames of tire ana 

a^yp, ypu warning of it? I should look upon yoti aW ni^ 

T^nU| wdusfip-t -' Vhe- other gentleman and I; said he, 

;li£ really .'tjiat message to yon ; the wrath ofan eternal 

iings over your head, and will certainly, if by iiyhig 

j^t escape,, fall upon and dash you in pieces. You 

plpak'up^n us as ambassadors sent of God to waru 

yMfo 'fly from the wrath of God which is iekAf to 7 fifr 

j Now she, began bitterly to weep and to bcmoa|t ne^&Mj? 
crying out, that eternity , and therein to be lost, broiigffftf 
~ stress upon her which she was not able to bear; inaeea 

went further with her that morning than ever benSrc? 

ie gentleman said to her, will you not call upon Goo* noV . 

$hd she falling down on her knees prayed earnestly, cryifttf 

put, oeing till in tears, O God, convert me! God convert 

-ie I repeating that several times. The gentleman gave ttf 

le'Vead, 1 for her, Job thirty- third, Jeremiah thirty-fir sf\ and 




I 



Ijuke thje fifteenth chapters. *J i 1 ^^ 1 

V ,5^n the evening the Minister coming to see he^ ftesired 
to ltnow how It was with her ? O Sir, said she, how shfejiiW 
u oe with me! I am full of anguish, and deeply concern? 
atJout my sins ! Don't you think, replied ho, that I dqal vrf 
Up' 
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more pleasing to you if I did comfort you, saying "MSB Bt 
eopd eneer, God is merciful, and will pardon your sinIL *tf$£ 
toieri n^ sees you deeply soiTowfuland mourrjrfg u^jfr it 
^ ^ 'He'sjfpke this to try her if she did still hold any snch 
sentiment as in the night before ; but her answer wns^tfS 
Siri vou have clearlj shewed me, out of my own wotdsVthai 
I still, want the Redeemer Jesus Christ to pay my deJb'tSj 
my sins are not forgiven me, and I cannot be comfort™-. 1 ^ 
Woman, said the Minister, I sec you are undctgie^t 
concern, perplexity, and anguish j pray tell me from Whirl 
rWocqeds this; is it the fear of death and the sfo&tn&'tBB 
vViil attend it? T am, said she, not afraid of death rriererf 
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as death, because I never could do good upon earth ; I am 
a! Vianen punished for my transgressions, and that could 
not bring me from my sins and wicked life ; and if I was 
permitted to live, very probably I should make it worse ; 
Oh, I am not worthy to behold the sky ! 

May be, proceeded he, your concern and anguish comes 
from the fear of eternal damnation, whereof you have some 
idea, and that surely waits upon you, if you remain uncon- 
verted ? Yes, said she, that am I afraid of. 

Yes, woman, replied he, that is not without a cause; 
that will be the place where God's wrath and righteous 
vengeance will be poured out upon you for all your abomi- 
nations ; but must you not confess God to be righteous, 
if he did punish you everlastingly for your sins. 

Yes, said she, there is no punishment so heavy which 
I do not deserve. 

As she spoke those words she was struck with a deep 
perplexity, and had such apprehensions and troubles of 
mind, that a person being present to attend her, was ex- 
ceedingly affected. 

Yes, said the Minister, I wish God may give you a right 
apprehension of your sins committed against a holy and 
righteous God ; he has borne with you in his long suffering 
and compassion, otherwise he would have struck you dead 
before now ; a God, who in the very time you most abused 
his clemency, has sent you means for your eternal salvation, 
in order you should not be so much in fear of punishment, 
but the nature of your aggravation. 

He asked her, if she had a desire to pray ? She falling 
upon her knees, prayed with many tears, and much fervour, 
that God would be pleased to give her a true sight of her 
vile sins ; after which the Minister prayed to the Lord for 
her, and when she rose from her knees, she was still more 
sorrowful and concerned about her deep misery, helpless- 
ness, and desperate condition before God. 

The Minister told her, that in ancient times, by God's 
express command, six cities were appointed to be cities of 
refuge, where the manslayer had liberty to fly to, in order 
to escape the avenger of blood, and being in such city was 
secure and out of the danger of all persecution ; in all the 
roads leading to this city, he found, at certain distances, 
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direction posts placed with this inscription on them — Escape, 
Escape, as a recommendation to him not to stand still, but 
to fly on till he was safe in the city of refuge. 

So is it, proceeded he, with you ; the Lord Jesus, whom 
you only know in the mere sound of his name, is thus as a 
city of refuge where the guilty can hide themselves from 
the avenger of blood, which is God's burning and pursuing 
wrath ; the avenger of blood is at your heels, the wrath of 
God threatens you, the law, with all his curses, draws near, 
eternal damnation makes speed, and death advances with 
quick and horrid strides. Under all these circumstances, 
God is pleased to use that other gentleman and me even as 
the direction posts erected on the road, crying out to yon 
continually, Escape, fly, fly to that city of refuge, the Lord 
Jesus : fly with all your sin and guilt, in order to be hid in 
his perfect atonement and righteousness ; and if the Lord 
is pleased to teach you this, then you shall truly know 
what it is to escape. 

Monday morning the other gentleman visited her. How 
do you do, said he, as he entered the room ? I am very well, 
Sir, replied she. Wherein consists, said he, your being 
very well ? I will tell you, Sir, said she ; last night, after 
the other gentleman departed from me, I fell upon my 
knees [the people who attended her that night, declared 
she was three quarters of an hour upon her knees] praying 
God to be pleased to give me a right sight of my sins, and 
God gave me to see my sins ; the sin wherein I was born, 
and all my sins through the whole course of my life ; the 
places where, the manner how, and the people with whom 
I committed them ; it was just as if they were written and 
hung up before mine eyes ; I felt my sins, and the smart 
thereof caused me to be inwardly so heavy that I could 
not bear them ; it was as if the wrath of God should have 
consumed me ; still I cried unto the Lord : O God, hsve 
lieth a great sinner, with a multitude of sin and guilt which 
I cannot bear ! and oh ! if thou wilt punish me for my sins, 
there can be no punishment in eternal damnation which & 
have not deserved ! : :r 

By this I was brought into darkness ; it was as if I was 
blinded, and I was afraid I should have sunk away hi thai 
darkness; but still I cried unto God, O pardoni pardon-! 
and execute not thy judgment against me I 
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■ Here came into my heart, as a voice, 'The Redeemer 
Kreth,' O God, said I, should there live a Redeemer for 
me, for such a one as I am! thereupon came to me,'Your 
t Redeemer liveth.' Oh, said I, should there live a Redeemer 
fb* such a one as I am ? who is then that Redeemer! and 
now it was as if a voice said in my heart, 'That Redeemer 
is none else but the Lord Jesus Christ, the Saviour who 
hath shed his blood upon the cross, that your sins should 
be forgiven thee.' I said thereon, Oh wilt thou then redeem 
me! and thereon came as a voice inwardly in my heart, 'I 
am yours, and thou art mine.' It was as if the Redeemer 
stept in for me at the bar of God's righteousness, and that 
all my guilt and sin was laid in a scale or balance, and Jesus' 
(righteousness in the other; but that Jesus' righteousness 
(was far the heaviest, even more than all my sins. 

Then came I out of darkness, and the light broke in 
upon me, and the Redeemer took away from me all my 
sins, and my heart melted into ardent love, and my whole 
soul was drawn after to the Redeemer. 

The gentleman being amazed, said to her, but Catharine, 
.are you not afraid that you deceive yourself? I can scarcely 
believe what you now have told me. 

Oh no, Sir, said she, because the Redeemer will not 
reveal deceitful things to me ; besides, I did not know 
there was a Redeemer. 

He recommended her to pray to the Lord for discerning 
light, in order, if she had deceived herself, not to venture 
her soul upon eternity on any imagination ; do it, said he, 
continually ; if your experience is genuine, the Lord will 
lead you further, and clear you up in what he has done 
already. And after he had prayed to the Lord for that 
purpose, he departed. 

When the Minister repaired unto her in the evening, 
the first thing he observed in her was, she never before 
looked a person in the face that spoke to her, but now she 
•fcraightly fixed her eyes upon him, and appeared outwardly 
as one in a serene and calm frame of mind. 
v' Upon the question, how she did, she answered* very 
well ; and reason thereof being asked, she gave the same 
account of herself as she had done in the morning to the 
cither gentleman; and when she related how she had seen 
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herself born in sin, be abruptly said, how is this, woman, 
art thou born in sin? Yes, said she, if I had never com- 
mitted any sin, the sin wherein I am born should have 
caused my eternal ruin. But, said he, are you not afraid 
you deceive yourself, is it not merely a strong imagination ? 
Oh, no, said she, the Redeemer will not reveal deceitful 
things to my soul; and when that word came in my heart, 
as with a voice — she would go on, but he breaking her 
discourse, said, but woman, God speaketh no more now a 
days, with an articular voice; that takes no more place, but 
he worketh by means of his holy word. Yes, said she ; 
but the voice which I heard, was not in my ears, but in- 
wardly in my heart. 

You must know, replied the Minister, the heart of man 
is very deceitful, and the devil is very subtle; he knoweth 
a great deal of the Bible, and is acquainted with the phrases 
thereof; he has used the same frequently in old times, and 
to this very day he is the prince of darkness, and it is easy 
for him to deceive men, and lead them (under God's per- 
mission) to eternal destruction; can it not be, think you, 
that he has deceived you, in order to make you careless, 
and to drag you to hell with an imagination ? 

The devil, said she, never taught me any thing but 
wickedness; I was brought up in the Roman religion; the 
sins are my own sins, but God hath over-ruled it so, that 
I must come into this prison to be instructed in the way of 
salvation, and to have the Redeemer revealed unto me. 

Do you think, replied the Minister, that every one that 
is cast into prison, and is to die a shameful death, is sent 
there of God to be actually converted ? No, said she, because 
none shall be converted that cannot pray with such inward 
earnestness. Then you apprehend, said he, that what God 
has given you, is for your prayer sake? Not for my prayer 
sake, replied she, because the Holy Ghost did work that 
prayer within me ; but for Jesus Christ our Saviour's sake, 
who had shed his blood upon the cross. But, said he, how 
do you think it is possible that God should be pleased to 
look down upon such a one as you are ? Only out of his 
great love and mercy, said she. 

Well, replied he, you say it was only out of his great 
love, but don't you know, woman, that you are, through 
D3 
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your sins, an object of God's hatred, wrath, vengeance, and 
holy displeasure ? Yes, said she, that is true, but the Lord 
did not do it for my sake, but only out of his mere love 
for Jesus Christ my Saviour's sake. 

The Minister, though he thought the Lord had revealed 
some material things unto her, thought it prudent to recom- 
mend her to pray according to the prophet David's prayer, 
in the 139th Psalm: "Search me, O God, and know my 
heart, try me and know my thoughts, and see if there be any 
wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting." 

This I think, said he, to be prudent for you, in order 
that if what you say you have experienced is not sufficient, 
you should not deceive yourself, and so be deceived for 
ever, it being a matter of eternal importance. 

Sir, said she, I have been this day frequently in prayer, 
but the more I pray for light, the more the Lord strengthens 
me in what he has done for my soul. 

Have you, said he, at present an inclination to call upon 
the Lord? She answered, yes; and being upon her knees 
before, she began prayer, and praised God, saying, O God J 
I thank thee, that thou hast been pleased to grant such 
great mercy to me such a great sinner, and have revealed 
to me the Lord Jesus Christ, who has shed his blood upon 
the cross for the forgiveness of my sins, and has stept in 
for me at the bar of thy righteousness, and hast paid all my 
debts : but if I deceive myself, and if my way is not right 
in thy sight, let me not go on in blindness, but give me a 
right sight of my sins. 

After prayer, she said, when I pray the Lord, in case I 
deceive myself, to give me a right sight of my sins, the 
Lord stops me therein. 

The Minister desired to know if he should pray for her? 
If you please, Sir, said she ; but, replied he, for what must 
I pray ? And she answered, that if he judged it to be good, 
what she had already desired of the Lord, he should do 
the same. 

The Minister prayed earnestly, laying her before the 
Lord as he found her ; after prayer he desired to know if 
she understood him. Yes, said she, because I had an in- 
ward experience of all for which you prayed. My prayer 
and desire of God, replied he, has been to open your eyes, 
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if your experience is not right. I have desired with you 
the same, said she, but the more I pray, the more I receive 
light in it. I wish, said the Minister, your confession may 
be found true in the eyes of an omniscient God, that I and 
others may rejoice upon a good foundation. 

Oh, Sir, replied she, I wish you felt it so as I do; the 
angels in heaven rejoice in the conversion of such a sinner, 
and it appears as if they would say, Can you not rejoice in 
it also. 

The Minister still recommended her to pray for further 
discernment, and committing her to God's free mercy 
departed. 

Tuesday morning the Minister coming to her, inquired 
how it had been with her since last night; did any thing 
particular, said he, happen to you; did you rest well in the 
night ? Pretty well, Sir, said she; I slept very well, but not 
long. How can it be, said he, that you can sleep sound ? 
Because, said she, I had an inward peace, and as I awaked, 
sweet communion with the Redeemer, and it was even as 
if I saw him. But, said he, the Redeemer revealeth himself 
not in that manner, that we can see him bodily. Oh no, Sir, 
said she ! I don't mean with my bodily eyes, but inwardly, 
and it was as if the Redeemer said to me, You in me, and 
I in you. But replied the Minister, what must I under- 
stand by those words ? 

With the words, You in me, and I in you, (said she,) 
the Redeemer meaned, you shall not be lost. Oh, it was 
as if the Redeemer called to me, Fear not death, and the 
punishment you shall suffer, neither the devil nor ever- 
lasting damnation; I have delivered you from all. Those 
words, said she, dropt so sweet in my soul, that through 
the same an inward joy arose in my heart; I was con- 
strained to rise from my bedstead to praise my dear Re- 
deemer for it. 

When she spoke this the other gentleman entered the 
room, and finding the Minister with her, desired to know 
the particulars of their conversation. 

The Minister desired the prisoner to repeat to the 
gentleman all what she had spoken to him, which she did 
accordingly. 

They desired of her to repeat briefly her whole life to 
them from her youth ; their intention vn t&& -ms^ta ^tarara. 
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if pleasure or abhorrence should appear in the remembrance 
of the things committed by her; but it seemed as if all 
that was past was out of sight and forgotten by her, and 
as if she only was able to speak of things present : and it 
was a difficulty to bring her to an account from her infancy 
till she was a prisoner in that room wherein she was con- 
verted; but notwithstanding that, she did it; and the 
Minister desired to know if she did not find herself in the 
same situation of mind as at that time? No, said she, be- 
cause I hated most bitterly my judges and the officer that 
took me prisoner. Well, replied the Minister, don't yon 
hate them still ? No, Sir, said she, I love my judges and 
the officer, because they are means to bring me to my Re- 
deemer. This she spoke with a great emphasis. 

The gentleman took particular notice of her behaviour 
and countenance while she gave an account of her life and 
actions, as she related them at the minister's first visitation 
to her; but oh! what a differnce was here, as she seemed 
in the first time to have a secret satisfaction therein; now 
shame and deep abhorrence were visible over her whole 
person; light and darkness differ no more from one another 
than the manner of this repetition with the former account. 

Will you repeat once more, said the minister, what you 
told this gentleman last Monday morning, and to me the 
night of the same day? 

She was quite serene in mind, and complied with this 
request most willingly, and there was not any material 
difference to be observed between both accounts. 

The Minister, in order to try her, told her, that when 
the Lord converted a sinner, he did it in order that such a 
one should glorify him upon earth; but you cannot do this, 
said he, your time being but short. After she had been 
silent a little while, she answered, I hope to glorify God in 
my heart, but if I did live a hundred years, I could not 
sucffiiently praise him for all the blessings which he had 
bestowed upon me. It appeared as if she would say, no 
less than an eternity is wanting for that. 

At this instant she was called up by the court then 
sitting; she received the message without the least mark of 
fear or alteration of mind, and taking a civil farewell of 
both gentlemen, she was led away to the court 
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The gentlemen entered in discourse about her for a good 
while; but she staying longer away than they expected, 
and the time of her return being uncertain, they departed. 

The Minister coming to see her that evening, desired 
to know how she had been since morning; and her answer 
was, very well; she said, she told the court something of 
what Qod had done for her soul. 

The Minister trying her said, but do you insist still upon 
those things? do you never suspect it? is not the heart of 
man deceitful? and could you not be deceived therein? do 
you call still upon God for light, in order that the truth 
thereof may be discovered to you. 

O Sir, said she, I cannot deceive myself herein, and 
when I pray for light, the Lord strengthens me more and 
more in the truth of what I have told you. Do you truly 
think, said he, you are a changed and converted woman ? 
Yes, Sir, said she, I experience, I see, and I meditate 
concerning things which I never knew of before now. 

The Minister thought it necessary to speak to her about 
the nature of conversion, and read to her the thirty-third 
part of the Catechism of Heydelberg, in order to see what 
answer she should give upon it. 

True conversion, said he, consists in two things ; first, 
in the putting off of the old, and secondly, in the putting 
on of the new man. Well, Catharine, proceeded he, what 
do you think to be the old man ? I believe it to be sin, said 
she. What is then the putting off the old man, said he? 
and her answer was, she believed it to be the taking away 
of sin. What think you, said he, is the putting on of the 
new man? I believe, said she, that will take place when I 
am in heaven. The Minister instructed her, that this took 
place already on earth, as soon as man is converted, Well, 
then, said she, I believe it has already took place in me, 
because I am quite changed from what I ever was before. 

The Minister told her from the eighty-ninth question, 
that the putting off the old man, is a hearty repentance for 
sin, by which we have brought God's auger against us, and 
at the same time it works increasing hatred to all sin. 
Now, said he, can you say you ever repented heartily? O 
yes, Sir, said she, because my sins have caused me to smart 
inwardly, and have sorely oppressed me. 
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The Minister desired to know the cause why her sins 
had been so oppressive to her ? Because, said she, my sins 
have provoked such a long-suffering and merciful God, who 
had so long spared me in his great compassion. 

He shewed her, out of the ninetieth question, that the 
patting on of the new man, was a hearty believing and re- 
joicing in God, through Christ, accompanied with a hearty 
love and desire to live according to God's will in all good 
works. Did you ever, said he, find in you such a hearty 
joy in God ? Yes Sir, replied she, I feel that hearty joy in 
God in me at this very moment. But, said he, how do you 
come by that ? And her answer was, only through Jesus 
Christ the Saviour. But have you, said he, also a desire 
to live according to the will of God? Yes, said she, and I 
hope in heaven to do it better than I can do now on earth. 

The Minister, though very well satisfied with her an- 
swers, thinking it proper to try her farther, said, in a very 
earnest manner to her, don't it appear to you as if some 
doubts remain in my mind about you ? I think you believe 
me to know more than you do, and doth that never bring 
in you some suspicion about yourself, that all is not right 
with you, seeing I know more than you^ ? 

She gave a very serene answer; but the Minister de- 
clared, it could not in any degree be expressed by words, 
but the substance thereof was like the words of David, in 
Psalm cxix. — "I am wiser than all my teachers," as certainly 
the grace of God makes a man. 

The Minister going on to try her all manner of ways, 
if she stood firm to that she declared to believe hitherto, it 
appears, said he, as if it is equally the same to you, whether 
I think well of you or not? She was very much troubled 
and grieved at those words. Well, Catharine, said he, are 
you grieved because I speak so to you? Should I not, Sir? 
was her answer, when I can never give God thanks enough 
for such blessings as he hath conferred on me, and there is 
nobody that praiseth God with me for it. 

After a little more conversation they went both to 
prayer, desiring the Lord to give her every thing that she 
stood in need of, and the Minister departed. 

Wednesday morning the other gentleman came to her, 
and desired to know how she had been since the last night. 
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I begin, said she, now more and more to long after the time 
to be with my Redeemer. But, woman, said he, are you 
very s.ure you stand safe, that when the time of your dis- 
solution is come you shall certainly be with the Redeemer ? 
Pray tell me what ground have you for this confidence. 
She gave him a recital of what the Lord had given her to 
see in the foregoing evenings, and how she was more and 
more strengthened therein. But, said he, are you not afraid 
that the devil, that subtle enemy will deceive you ? No, not 
at all, replied she ; the devil has hold on me no more ; Christ 
hath delivered me from him. But, said the gentleman, the 
devils are many ; his name is Legion, and the Redeemer is 
but one. True, said she, but the Redeemer is Qod, and is 
stronger and mightier alone than all the devils together. 
But, said he, do you know that the Redeemer is a man ? 
Yes, Sir, said she, but he has redeemed me with his godly 
blood ; and if he was not Qod, he could not have redeemed 
me. After some more discourse, they fervently joined in 
prayer, and pointing out some chapters in the Bible to be 
read to her, he departed. 

Wednesday evening the Minister coming to the prison, 
found some gentlemen of great quality waiting for him, who 
told him they had heard a remarkable change had taken 
place in the prisoner, and that they had a strong desire to 
hear it in his presence, from her own mouth, which he 
gladly consented to : the gentlemen went into the room, 
and the Minister with them. 

Catharine seemed greatly to wonder upon the first sight 
of the company. You need not to be surprised, said the 
Minister, only answer the questions I will propose to you 
with truth and freedom ; and he conversed above an hour 
with her, the gentlemen marvelling at her answers, and 
were very much affected with them. 

They desired the Minister secretly to make her speak 
about the doctrine of justification. I am willing, said he, 
but I cannot do it in theological terms, because she will not 
be able to answer the same ; but, says he, may be I can 
let you hear from her, under a similitude, the doctrine of 
justification. 

Upon this he turned towards the woman, desiring to 
know if she stood not more than once with great concern 
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before the judges at the bar? Yes, said she. : Did you not 
stand therey said /hey as acrinunalt an^iwUen'yourjeriii^ 
and the punishment you deserved were laid before you* did 
you no? find an equity therein $ She answered,; yes; 'May 
be, said hev you should have been wryigladdf -airy, atej-at 
that time, had been your 1 advocate, in- order to fpr©c*we a* 
pardon for- you? O yea> said she. . Weil, proceeded r he^' 
what did you think that Suriday night,. When yicpi stood 
before God as- a criminal; being unable toseetyani sjhs&'ii 
■ God, said she, appeared tome as a. righteous* Judge 9 i 
I saw I was a guilty sinner, who had nothing to pay* for>; 
my sins, and that no punishment in! eternity Icouidr. be 
inflicted upon me which I had not deservedjV. Did iwa!p> 
body,, said the Minister, appear at that instant: to foe youi- 
advocate? Yes, said she, Jesus Christ, who had shed && 
blood for me upon the cross, appeared on my behalf at the 1 j 
bar of God's justice. But, said he, how did your know" 
Jesus Christ did so for you? Because, replied she,ihe<' 
said to me, Thou art mine, and I am yours ; and he took alL • 
my sins away, and drew my whole heart over to him^ JDfort 
you feel at that time, said he, any joy in your heart? MYesy! 
said she, very great joy, so that I melted into love before 
him. ■// J>i:fl »>• 

One of the gentlemen asked her if she did not-hnfcl'in 
her heart a bitter hatred against her judges ? No' Sn\isaidv 
she* it has. been so with me, but now I love them.' wBufyn 
woman, said the same gentleman, is it possible fyoa.eaa\»t 
love them, when according to law they wiU being yeulto a 
deaifhi Yes, said she, because they will bring me 06 Any 
Redeemer for ever. n-// airf) 

; i.-Uihe Minister desired to know if Jesus Christ had? done 
nothing more for her, besides the shedding of his- blood h.ni 
i Sho declared she could not properly answer this questibn>3 
and broke out in a flood of tears. He desired to kooaoo 
why she was so much grieved? All my thoughts are ^oneyo 
said sfce* because I do not know how= to answer thai <|ties- 
tiart; and Oh, now I have lost my pledge ! If your thoughts i J 
as. you call it said the Minister, have been good tihougbtajfl 
thfly ^^ certainly return. He ordered to be read forhaob 
the seventh chapter of Luke, and after prayer^ departed j 
with the gentlemen* v.. - ,- t .■• ■ \ l>[...« cuts a. 
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Thursday morning the other gentleman coming to her, 
inquired how she did ? I am, said she, very ill in body. 
Well Catharine, said he, may be you may suddenly and un- 
expectedly die before the time of your execution. No, Sir, 
said she, I do not believe that ; I must be set as an example 
of God's grace. Yes, replied he, but also as an example to 
the world ; that is true, said she, but only for men to take 
an example on me, and to fly from such sins as I have com- 
mitted ; but Jesus Christ has paid for me at the bar of God's 
justice ; I have no punishment to fear, and shall not suffer 
any after death. 

She told him what sorrow she had the night before, 
when the Minister had put the question to her to which 
she could not frame a proper answer, and that she had lost 
all her thoughts ; meaning she was in a dark frame, as the 
church complaineth — my beloved is gone away, he is de- 
parted from me ; that she could not rest the whole night, 
but had been continually calling upon the Lord, and had 
not ceased till her thoughts (as she called it) and her in- 
structing dear Redeemer were come again, saying to her, 
Fear not, I am with you ; and that she thereupon had been 
so affected with an inward unspeakable joy, that she wished 
to find words to express her feelings. 

The gentleman asked her, if when she lost her thoughts, 
(as she called it) she had not been in doubts and fears about 
her interest in Christ ? Yes, said she, it brought doubts, 
fears, and anxiety upon me, but now I again believe the 
work to be in truth. 

After a little more conversation and prayer he concluded 
this visit. 

Thursday evening came the Minister to her, and found 
her in a quiet serene frame of mind ; he examined her ac- 
cording to her capacity in an earnest and expressive manner, 
concerning the circumstances she was in, and the dreadful 
eternity wherein she ere long must enter. 

She gave a clear and expressive answer unto all his ques- 
tions, concerning her hope and expectation in eternity ; the 
Redeemer, said she, wno is revealed unto me, has re- 
deemed me from eternal destruction, and will bring me safe 
to endless glory, and that will be far better for me ; because 
in this world I do nothing but sin, but there I shall sin no 

E 
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more, but praise and glorify God for the salvation conferred 
upon me. 

The Minister desired to know if she had received her 
thoughts again, about the loss of which, Hie foregoing 
evening, she had been so much grieved ? (Here it must be 
observed, the Minister had not been able to see the other 
gentleman, to whom she related, in the morning, the re- 
newed manifestation of the Lord Jesus to her soul.) She 
answered, yes ; but, said he, is it not all the same to you, 
to have those thoughts or not, because, having or missing 
them, you remain the same person ? No, said she it is not 
equally the same to me, because the loss thereof made me 
miserable, and sore afraid to be lost at last. 

The Minister desired to know, how and in what manner 
she had those thoughts, which she loved and counted to be 
so profitable for her, restored to her again ? She answered, 
after fervent and continual prayer and wrestlings with God 
to reveal himself to her again, the Redeemer was revealed 
to her, as she had declared to the other gentleman in the 
morning. 

The Ministerheardher words with wonder and affection; 
which words, though very simply expressed, were the marks 
of real and experimental truth. 

He went to prayer with her, and after that, recom- 
mending her to examine herself as under the eyes of the 
Lord, blessed her, and went away. 

Friday morning the other gentleman came to see her 
and brought a person with him, and found her in the same 
frame of mind as the Minister left her the evening before ; 
she gave a general satisfaction to all those that heard her ; 
they went to prayer together, and as nothing material had 
happened since the night before, he departed for that time. 

The evening of the same day, the Minister, with some 
other gentlemen, visited her ; but before they entered the 
prison, one of the gentlemen thought he found some incon- 
sistency in her behaviour. She said continually, said the, 
she was not afraid of death and the shame that will attend 
it, but last Tuesday she desired of the court to be respited 
for a little while ; which, proceeds he, can be nothing but 
the fear of death. The Minister desired him to speak to 
her about it. 
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The company found her very much fatigued, because 
she had met with the continued conversation of several 
gentlemen through the whole day. 

But notwithstanding all that, she continued firm and un- 
moved in her mind, about what she had experienced before. 

Concerning what seemed to be contradictory in her be- 
haviour, as mentioned above, the Minister said to her, well, 
Catharine, can I not see the fear of death in your coun- 
tenance ? She answered in a very serene manner, No, Sir, 
I am not afraid of death ; the day wherein I shall die will 
be the most blessed day of my life. But, said he, have you 
not been afraid of death ? Yes, Sir, said she, before the 
Redeemer revealed himself to me I was sorely afraid. 
But, replied the Minister, was not you last Tuesday afraid 
to die? No, Sir, said she. Did I, replied he, dream of it, 
or did I hear something of it? did not you (this he spoke 
in a very quick manner) sue for a respite last Tuesday ? 
Yes, Sir, said she; consequently, replied he, for fear of death, 
otherwise you would not have done it. O no, Sir, said she, 
not for fear of death, but only to have an opportunity to 
glorify Gdd a little more upon earth, and to be instructed a 
little more, because I know so little. 

If we observe what the Minister spoke to her on Tuesday 
morning, as mentioned before, namely, that God converted 
men to glorify him upon earth, which she could not do, her 
time being so very short, speaking in the way of objection 
against her conversion, in the very nick of time as she was 
called up to the court, no wonder that she, having a true 
desire > to glorify the Lord on earth, and finding the court 
friendly to her„ sued actually for a respite. 
( < The Minister went to prayer. with and for her, and ended 
the .conversation of Friday night. 

) 1 1 1 Saturday morning both gentlemen visited her, and found 
hex in a calm and comfortable frame of mind, and after a 
heart+searehing conversation suited to her capacity, she 
continued firm and sure in the hope of salvation, through 
Christ the Redeemer. 

L^he; other gentleman who had met with a person that 
made, the tame objection about her suing for a respite, was 
fully. satisfied with what she said about his objection, being 
nearly the same words she spoke to the Minister the night 
before. 
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The Minister said to her, are you not afraid, because 
this morning you shall be brought in the open air,* there 
to confess and declare yourself before God, the judge, and 
the .world, to be worthy of death, and to hear you summoned 
against Tuesday next to be executed ? She answered with a 
very quiet mind, No Sir, I can hear no word more pleasing 
than that which will proclaim death to be at hand; I long 
for the moment in which I shall be for ever with my Re- 
deemer; you must not conclude death, to be death to me, 
because it will bring me to eternal life; but, said she, I am 
rather afraid of the multitude of people that I shall see 
there together. 

Well, Catharine, said the Minister, that proceeds now 
from a mean spirit, not to be afraid of death and the 
dreadful summons thereto belonging, and yet to be afraid 
for the people. Yet it is true, said she ; but I hope God 
will strengthen me. 

.. . Do you desire, said the gentleman, that we shall pray 
for you? If the gentleman please, said she; and being upon 
hex knees, she prayed first alone, if God would be pleased 
to give her strength, and to keep up in her the hope which 
she had in Jesus Christ her Redeemer. Do you desire, 
said the Minister, the Holy Scripture shall be read to you? 
IJpt at present, said she ; and reason being demanded, she 
desired to be alone in prayer ; both gentlemen, by her desire*, 
prayed for her and departed. 

, : .Saturday in the afternoon both of them repaired to her 
again, after she had been summoned to appear the Tuesday 
following, to be executed. The Minister had found, an 
opportunity to inquire about her behaviour at that time, 
which proved very satisfactory, and to the admiration of 
eyery one that saw her there. She was kept in a very quiet 
frame oi mind, no alteration was observed in her ootmtei- 
npnce and behaviour, but every one had observed her face; 
under proclamation of death, to be overspread, as it ware, 
Mpfth a visible mark of joy and gladness. 

The Minister, only to hear what she would reply, said 

' * Hie prisoner confesseth in the open street, before the prison door, 
to deserre death, and is summoned by the chief judge, against such a 
day, at such, an hour, to appear upon the scaffold to be executed. The 
custom in Holland. 
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to her, was you not frightened when death was proclaimed 
to you this morning ? It was not so, Sir, said she ; never was 
any word so sweet to me as that word ; I came back with 
more gladness than I went thither, knowing now the time 
of my dissolution to be very near. But still, said the 
gentleman, death is the king of terrors to every thing 
living, and how can any body rejoice in the approach of 
death ? What you say, Sir, said she, is true, but it is not 
so with me. I hope, through the grace of my Redeemer, 
Jesus Christ, to meet death joyfully ! 

The eye of the Minister lighted upon a piece of paper 
lying on the table ; he desired to know what it was and the 
other told him, it was a verse of four lines, that he repeated 
the day before as he was in conversation with her. She 
desired to know if they were to be found in the Bible, or 
in any other book, as she had a desire to learn it by heart. 
I answered, it was neither in the Bible or in any other book, 
and I wrote it by her desire. The Minister desired to know 
if she knew it by heart ; and her answer was, that not- 
withstanding her attendant had read it twenty times over 
to her, she was incapable of repeating it by heart, though 
it was but a verse of four lines. 

By this we may see how bad her memory was ; that in 
consequence she could not have learnt her experience by 
repeating what she only heard others speak ; therefore it 
is evident she had learnt it by the inward instruction of the 
Holy Ghost, according to the word of God, in which she 
naturally was entirely ignorant. 

In the morning of the Lord's day, the gentleman came 
to visit her : inquiring how she did, she answered, she was 
very ill in body, having great pain in her bowels. The 
gentleman, in order to try her once more, laid hold on that 
opportunity, saying to her, is it not evidently clear, that 
the displeasure of God rests still upon you ? Because, said 
he, if you had an interest in Christ, and your sins were done 
away through him, don't you think you should be free from 
the smart and punishment of sin also ? 

No, Sir, said she, God doth this in order to try me, to 

see if I will cleave unto him in this trial. I have deserved 

a thousand times heavier punishment, yea, damnation itself. 

But, woman, said he, if this continued to your death ? She 

S3 
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immediately replied, No Sir, I don't believe that ; the Lord 
will take it away from me ; but if it was not so, and lasted 
a thousand years, Christ has suffered for me more than a 
thousand times so much upon the cross. 

The gentleman wondered at her manner of expressing 
this, and was very much affected therewith. Shall I call 
upon the Lord, said he, before I depart ? Yes, Sir, said she ; 
but did not desire him to pray for the taking away of her 
pain. When he had prayed earnestly he left her. 

After public worship in the afternoon, the Minister 
coming to her desired to know how she did. She answered 
that she had been very ill with the pain in her bowels in 
the forenoon* but that the Lord had taken it away. 

It is remarkable, that in the morning she told the other 
gentleman, that the Lord would take her pains away, at 
fiie same time it was clear, by her very expressions, that 
her heart was subdued unto the will of God : here was the 
answer of her faith; God actually took her pains away: 
probably it was not an imagination, but a believing expecta- 
tion, in which she was not ashamed, but confirmed. 

The Minister examining her again as before, said to her, 
what are the grounds of your expectation ? She repeated 
freely and willingly, the same experience as she did before. 
When the question was put to her, if she never had been 
in -doubts and fears about her state ? Yes, Sir, said she, I 
had- timefci wherein my thoughts were gone, and I had lost 
myi •'pledge* and then I was very much perplexed with sor- 
row^ I but ray Redeemer was so good to comfort me again, 
and to bring me into my former establishment. 

>i4fter, ft little more conversation, they kneeled down 
before the Lord* praying earnestly that he would grant her 
ail she wanted in her circumstances. The Minister blessed 
her, anj departing; ended the conversation of that day. 

Monday mojtaing the gentleman visited her, and desiring 
to know how she did, she told him, that the man who 
attended her the night past, had spoken very particularly 
to her* more than any body did before that attended her, 
and how he told her in what manner God had forgiven him 
his sins, and had delivered him from eternal damnation ; 
and she could not, she said, but express her wonder thereat, 
because never one of all them that had been with her had 
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done the same ; saying, at the same time, she did not know 
that either of the gentlemen that had been to visit her had 
been so taught, 

He answered her, IJon't you believe that I and the other 
gentleman have spoken to you according to the holy word 
of God I Yes, said she, but the gentlemen can read. Well, 
said he, don't you believe* that the other gentleman and I 
know. experimentally the things spoken to you? I do not 
know it said she; I will hope it; but the gentleman never 
told me of it, and if the Rdeemer Jesus Christ is not revealed 
to the gentlemen, they are destitute as yet of true knowledge. 

The gentleman wondered much, at this remark, and saw 
clearly that she believed the grace of Qod not to be universal, 
but that she had a conception, that it was a free gift of God 
without respect of persons. 

Surely the expressions of this prisoner must appear to 
be truly foolishness to a natural man that hath never been 
blessed with the knowledge of himself and of God's most 
holy nature ; yet it is a certain truth, according to the word 
of God, and the experience of all Christians, throughout all 
ages, that a converted man never is more in his element than 
when he may speak or hear spoken of God and his s ways. 

A vessel can give nothing out but what it has within; 
nature speaks only of nature, and a Christian speaks afGftd 
truly; as long as he is upon earth, he is obliged to converse 
with naturalmen, but never with that inward joy and satisfac- 
tion which he experiences in the conversation of .his fellow 
Christians. Behold, said the apostle, it is all new ; truly, so 
is it here indeed ! his inclinations, the goings out of his love, 
his pleasures, all are new; the old man, and what pertained 
thereunto^ is a burden to him; it is a pleasure to him when 
any one in his presence is speaking of God, his ways, and 
the experience of the upright in heart; and no wonder at all, 
because there is directly an amen in the soul, and a union in, 
and a. melting over of the heart; how much more must this 
take place in the prisoner! The Christian approaching near 
the blessed hour of death, how is his mouth filled with re- 
joicings/! fain would he make every one with whom he con- , 
verses a partaker of his gladness, and to be really in his 
blessed condition. The prisoner was newly converted, she 
was sure she should in a short time have nothing to do with 
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men, and the time of her dissolution being at hand, very 
probably she thought nothing, or very little, of the things of 
this world ; and why may we not suppose that she stood like 
the apostle Paul, when he cried out, "I would to God that 
not only thou, but also all that hear me this day, were both 
almost and altogether such as I am, except these bonds? 1 ' 

Above all this, what made the conversation of the person 
who attended her more agreeable, was doubtless this: she 
being born and brought up in the Roman religion, and 
having in the course of her dissolute life no conversation, 
save with them that were the same with her in wickedness ; 
having never heard any thing of God's dealings with sinners ; 
no, never by the gentlemen that came to visit her in prison, 
who wisely concealed that from her ; no doubt the account 
this man gave of the Lord's dealings with his soul must have 
been precious to her ; particularly as she compared 7 her ex* 
perience with his, being the same in substance, so much the 
more she was confirmed in her own conversion thereby. 

The two beforementioned gentlemen that day meeting, 
the one told the other what the prisoner had said to him % 
the Minister said he was glad that he never had spoken a 
word of his own experience to her ; that he was fully satis- 
fied she could have taken nothing from him ; that he f was 
very glad the man who attended her that night had not 
been with her before, he being now sure she could take 
nothing from any other's experience. 

That man declared in a company of about sixteen 
persons, that he had spoken with her from the evening he ; 
came to watch her till three o'clock in the morning;' that 
she 'had given him an account of her conversion in sub* 
stance, the very same as is related above; that he, after 
she had rested a while, had awakened her about 1xve o'clock 
in the jnnrorniiig, in order to speak a little more with her;- 
that she very 1 willingly arose, and after she had been in 
prayer, began to speak concerning the grounds of her hope 
as before ; that he had given her a little interim of time, in 
which she took- an opportunity to speak with the other 
attendant, and that she told him what inward satisfaction 
she found in the conversation of that man, contrary to 
another that attended her some nights before, of whom she 
spoke with a kind of abhorrence. The same man declared 
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to the company, that he found no doubtings in his heart 
about the happy state of that woman. 

Monday afternoon the Minister visited her, but to his 
great surprise he found her very confused and dark, having 
not enough presence of mind to answer properly the ques- 
tions he proposed to her concerning the hope that was in 
her. He desired to know the reason thereof; and she an- 
swered, she was very much fatigued; she had no rest the 
whole day, by reason of a series of discourses she had been 
obliged to enter in with several gentlemen that had been 
visiting her. The Minister found himself deeply concerned 
about it; the shortness of her time was much impressed 
upon hjte mind, he wished to see her work cleared up in 
her lasts moments, and finding her in that condition, he 
resolved to depart, thinking to be alone in prayer was the 
best for her, if the Lord would be pleased to settle her mind 
and to enable her to speak with clearness about her expecta- 
tion of heaven. But some gentlemen being present, desired 
him to speak a little with her, and being persuaded, he said 
to he*, Well, Catharine, I hope that all our labour is not in 
vain, that you should deceive yourself at last with a fond 
imagination of having a sure ground ? She answered, No, 
Sh-y/doi not think so ; be not concerned about me* God hath 
blessed the * labour done on me, and he will reward you-; 
butjaow I am so tired out and fatigued that I cannot rso well 
speak with you as I could wish. The Minister replied^ let 
me. propose ibis one question to you, and endeavour to; give 
met an. answer upon it in truth and sincerity : Is: it not* a 
great thing to deny a religion wherein you are born, to em- 
brace a doctrine whereof you never knew any (thing,, and to 
believe this, to be the true doctrine, wherein "the way of 
salvation, according to the word of God,ii#to be foundand 
to be resolved to die therein? She answeared, Yes.. Sir, if I 
had remained in my blindness in that religion* I should have 
been? unhappy, as aU those are that are. kept in blindness, 
except they are instructed in the way of salvation by God 
himself m their soul; for which I bless God* who hath 
brought me- hither .for that, purpose; but now I can tfpeak 
no more, being;. so fatigued. Then the Minister. and the 
other gentleman took leave of her. 

It appeared clearly by her answers, that she did 
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not depart from the Roman religion, without perfect per- 
suasion of mind, and she was convinced of an absolute im- 
possibility of being saved without the inward teachings of 
the Holy Ghost. 

How simple her expressions are! they are powerful and 
to the purpose ; there is not a may be in them all to be 
found; she speaks openly and plainly; and as if this was 
not plain enough, she added, that every one that died in a 
natural state must be unhappy. But what merits our ob- 
servation most is, that she placed her happiness not merely 
in being instructed into the true doctrine, but tbe being in- 
structed by God himself in the soul; and though in {dark- 
ness and fatigue, she speaks clearly and weightily. as to 
that point stilL 

Tuesday morning being the day of execution, about nine 
o'clock, both gentlemen came to visit her : finding her upon 
her knees in prayer, as soon as she arose they desire^ to 
know how it was with her ; and her answer was very well ; 
I am glad my time is at hand ; I have been rendering thanks 
unto God, because he hath enlightened me again. I don't 
fear death at all ! be not afraid concerning me ; and if you 
see me weep, dont imagine it is out of sorrow, but ef joy 
and gladness, because death shall not be death to me* but 
an entry into eternal life, to be for ever with Jesus* jmy 
most precious Redeemer, who bought me freely witty Ins 
godly blood, and has paid for all my sins ! 

When we behold this object as we ought to do, as. a 
perspn who was a few days hence so deeply ignorant/ we 
cannot but wonder to hear her so plainly utter such lan- 
guage standing, uppn the very brink of death. 

J That there are ungodly persons who smite their, con- 
science as upon the mouth, saying they are not afraid of 
dsath, may be true ; but then, their very expressions; are 
of another nature ; never proceeds the name of Jesus, out 
of their mquths, and they appear so commonly from* the 
first time of their imprisonment; but this prisoner:, did 
certainly not fear death; and if we look over Jier ,w^oi$ 
behaviour, we. shall find the reason thereof, and -that lay as 
she cpn/essiBth, even her interest in Christ. , .. i ..-, 

It would be. inconsistent with all sound reason, if any 
body woiud ^scribe this to be a strong and deluded imagina- 
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tion; surely, the horrible presence of death would soon 
overpower it Besides, we remember how afraid she was 
to die when the gentlemen first visited her. 

The Minister said to her, Catharine, in three hours' time 
you shall be in that fathomless eternity ! Yes, said she, that 
is true ; I know not yet what great mercy God hath given 
me, but then I shall know it perfectly ! I am full of joy 
inwardly, because there comes an eternity to glorify and 
praise God in, with all the blessed angels, in an everlasting 
blessedness; I cannot rightly doit here below, and if I 
lived ever so long I could not perform it as I wish. 

The other gentleman said, what is the ground of your 
confidence upon which you believe that? Because, said she, 
I have an interest in Jesus, the Redeemer of sinners and 
of me, who calleth now at present inwardly in my soul, 
Fear not, I have redeemed thee ; thou art mine. 

The Minister said to her, do you desire us to pray once 
more for you ! She said, yes, if it pleased the gentlemen. : 
But, said he, what will you we shall pray for ? and she an-' 
swered, he should render thanks to God for all the bless- 
ings hitherto conferred on her ; and if it would please the 
Lord, to strengthen her in the hour to come ; and that it 
she stood in a deceitful way, God would discover it to her. 

The reason why she desired the gentlemen to render 
thanks unto- God for her, seems to proceed from this, that 
nobody had spoken a word of comfort to her. The other 
gentleman offered prayer to God according to her desire. 

Notwithstanding the proceedings of both gentlemen 
about this person may appear strange to the reader, they 
had a proper ground for so doing, that no uneasiness could 
properly enter their minds afterwards about her, as if she 
had taken over as her own, the experience of another ; but 
at the same time observation had taught them that some 
persons in her condition did speak a deal of experience, of 
which persons afterwards remained a deal of suspicion in 
the minds of the survivors, about the truth thereof, as the 
Reverend Doctor Comrie related of such a person in his 
works ; but above all, such as are established by the most 
high God himself, have no need to be established by men. 

The gentlemen told her, they would let her alone a few 
minutes by herself, but they should soon return to her 
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again ; she declared, her desire was to be alone with the 
Lord, the few minutes she had to live. Then both the 
gentlemen went up stairs in a room where some company 
was together; they uttered something about the last con- 
versation with the prisoner ; a gentleman present observed 
that it might be, the prisoner would alter her mind by and 
by, when she should hear the sentence of death pronounced 
upon her at the bar. The Minister answered, that such 
thoughts took place in somebody else, about her appearance 
in the open air, the Saturday before: but that the sus- 
pected alterations of mind appeared to consist in a greater 
enlargement, and a greater measure of gladness, upon her 
approaching happiness. The Minister asked that gentle- 
man, if some anxiety, darkness, or the fear of death, did 
appear in her, he would conclude her to be lost ? No, said 
he, if she had grace before. The Minister replied, that for 
the space of more than eight days, she had declared that 
to several, and to him and the other gentleman present, 
even that very minute, had given a full satisfaction. 

The Minister said further, that all the uneasiness he 
had the night before, was entirely taken from him that 
morning, as she had given him and the other gentleman 
the clearest testimonies of her hope and expectation in 
Christ, the Redeemer. 

Both the gentlemen went again to the prisoner, and 
found her in the same blessed situation as before ; and 
after they had been for the last time with her in prayer, 
they staid a few minutes with her ; and the minister said, 
have you still any thing to say to us, because we do not 
know if we shall have any opportunity to speak with you ? 
She said, she hoped to have opportunity to speak to them 
till the very last moment, concerning the ground on which 
she stood, and on which she hoped to enter eternity. But 
both the gentlemen pressed her strongly, if she had any- 
thing to say, to do it presently. She answered, Sirs, I 
thank you for all the love and labour bestowed on me, such 
an unworthy one. The Lord God shall reward you! The 
Minister said to her, Catharine, we desire no reward; our 
reward will be great, if we have been the means, in the 
hand of God, of plucking you, as a brand, out of the fire of 
eternal destruction. 
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You are, said she, clean of my blood ! 

The gentleman pressed her again, if she had any thing 
to say, to do it now, before they departed. I hope, Baid 
she, opportunity will be given to me to speak to you; but 
if not, I wish you a good night, till eternity comes ; and 
then I hope to dwell with you both in everlasting glory to 
praise our God, and to speak of Jesus, and his glorious 
redemption! 

She spoke these words with a great deal of affection, 
and with a flood of tears. Whereupon the Minister 
answered, if these things are so, and God hath mercifully 
given unto you so great a salvation, we wish you also a 
goOd night, till eternity cometh ; and then you shall be our 
arbwn and rejoicing in the day of Jesus Christ, when he 
stall appear. The other gentleman spake to the same 
purpose, and so departed from her, greatly affected. 

■She was fetched up directly, to hear her sentence pro* 
nounced at the bar ; and both the gentlemen went into the 
antechamber, to wait for her. 

When sentence was pronounced, she was led to the 
gentlemen by two officers; she stood in a blessed and 
perfectly serene frame of mind before them, in the presence 
of that gentleman who made the remark about an alteration 
of mind in her when sentence should be pronounced, 
several others being present. 

The other gentleman spoke first to her, saying, Do you 
stand fast in the expectation that your end will be peace? 
Yes, said she ; now are the moments, I stay here, tedious 
to* » me» I O now I see Jesus, with arms stretched out, 
Waiting for me ! 

••! The Minister said to her, Did you say any thing at the 
bar ? ! No* said she. Had you a desire, said he, to say anjr 
thing there ? She answered, she would have asked pardon 
for/ nkei lies she had spoken to the court before her con* 
vtrsioife; for which lies she began to weep bitterly. The 
Minister replied to her, Catharine, the sentence of death 
will be execrated on you this moment, for all your trespasses 
against the law of your country: rest therein. But thiS' 
moment, you shall: appear before a God who is of spotless 
holiness, and of majestic righteousness, before; whom 
nothing can stand that is unclean ; do you think to stand 
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before him ? Yes, said she, because that God hath given to 
me his Son, and he hath paid righteousness for me at the 
bar of his holy justice. The question being put to her, if 
she now saw no sin in herself? She said, I believe, Sir, I 
shall sin as long as I stay here, but Jesus has covered the 
same. 

Now she was led to the place where, according to 
custom, public prayer was to be made for her. The other 
gentleman was obliged to stay in the antechamber, being so 
much affected ; and it is very remarkable, that she told him, 
the Monday morning before, that she believed he should 
not attend her to the end. The Minister followed her, and 
when she kneeled down, public prayer was made for her. 

When she arose from her knees, the Minister desired to 
know, if she had any thing more to say. Yes, said she, I 
have a desire to speak a word to the spectators : and it 
being permitted her to do it in that place, she said, O -good 
people, take example from me ! and fly from the sins I com* 
mitted ; that you may not come under such punishment! but 
my sins are forgiven me, and my trespasses are blotted out. 

Now she was led to the scaffold, erected against the back 
front of the Mansion House, and having communication 
therewith : the Minister looking behind him, saw the ex- 
ecutioner lay hold on her, tying her hands together, which 
she suffered with the utmost quietness, laying her hands 
together of her own accord; and walking on after the 
Minister, she said, Now am I going to my salvation ! One 
of the officers that led her, reported afterwards that she said 
to him, you lead me away, but I am happier than you ! 

Coming upon the scaffold (there being a multitude of 
several thousands of spectators) she lifted up her hands, 
speaking the same words as she spoke before ; O good 
people, take example from me, &c. As soon as she came 
to the stake on which she was to be strangled, she beheld 
the place with a wonderful quietness of mind ; then turning 
herself towards the judges there present, she made a gentle 
compliment with her body, and stepping with a surprising 
freeness of mind upon the footstool, placed herself against 
the stake, as one that prepared herself to die. 

The Minister feeling himself mightily strengthened, said 
to her, Catharine, I take now heaven and earth to witness, 



51 

that we have set before you the blessing and the curse, 
death and life ! what is now your choice ? and she answered, 
Life. Upon what ground ? said he, and her answer was, 
Only upon the perfect righteousness of Jesus, who hath 
paid for all my sins. 

The Minister replied, is this then the only ground upon 
which you shall enter eternity this moment? and her 
answer was, Yes, Sir. Whereupon the Minister, under 
great affection of mind, said to her, Now then, Catharine, 
depart in peace, and the God of peace be everlastingly the 
God of your wonder and rejoicing; and sing before the 
throne the song of the Lamb, "Thou hast redeemed me to 
God by thy blood !" Catharine being now no more able to 
speak, the cord being tied, bowed as it were twice, nodding 
with her head, as a sign that she understood what he said, 
and as with an Amen, answered. 

Such was the God-dishonouring life, and the God- 
glorifying death, of Anna Catharina Merks : an object 
wherein the Lord was pleased to manifest the glory of his 
free unmerited grace. 

Nothing is too wonderful for the Lord Jehovah : and the 
mouth of eternal truth hath testified against the Pharisees, 
that publicans and harlots should enter the kingdom of 
Heaven before them. Truly, with the Lord are escaped 
from death as many as have accepted him : he hath given 
them power to be called the children of God : he stands 
continually in the corners of the streets and highways 
inviting every one ; he giveth the same full gracious reward 
to them that come at the eleventh, as to them that come 
at the ninth hour. We may not sin, that the grace of God 
should abound ; God forbid ! But doubtless, it casts a more 
glorious light, when the object on whom the Lord is pleased 
to bestow the same, is a noted sinner above many others : 
but most peculiarly so, when that noted sinner is ignorant 
above others also. 

How gloriously shine th then the grace of God in the 
person of Anna Catharina Merks ! Most evidently is this 
truth manifested in her, that God is no respecter of persons, 
but that he will have mercy on whom he will have mercy. 

She wad an object that did not know she had a 
conscience : true she had experienced an anxiety of heart 
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after she committed sin ; but from whence it proceeded she 
was ignorant. Where is deeper ignorance to be found ? 
How small is the difference betwixt such a rational being 
and one of the brute creation ! To feel the dictates of a 
conscience, and not to know from whence it cometh, is very 
like irrationality. Such an one certainly lies open to the 
commission of all wickedness, because where a man 
naturally is born in all sin, he will greedily plunge himself 
therein, if he be not restrained. The first restraint is the 
conscience ; and where a man is ignorant thereof, nothing 
can be expected but the overflowings of all manner of sin 
and wickedness. 

She knew no more of a God, by her own confession, 
than by hearsay ; consequently, the inquiring after a truth 
of such eternal importance had never been the subject of 
her serious attention: though it is certain, according to 
St. Paul, that all natural men live without God, yet at the 
same time, they know there is a God by more than hear- 
say, but Catharine did only know it by that. 

None must apprehend me to mean that she was created 
with less abilities to know God than others : far be it from 
me to suppose it : she confessed she had anxieties, and that 
the same proceeded from conscience, and conscience being 
placed in her of God as a judge, and judging according to 
that law which is naturally written in the hearts of men, 
consequently she had a knowledge of a supreme law-giver 
created in her, because where a judge is, there is a sove- 
reign; and where there is a law, there is a law-giver ; but 
that knowledge being dark through a corrupted nature, 
instead of being cleared up by education or otherwise, was 
as a talent buried in a napkin. 

The greatest part of her answers are remarkable. When 
the Minister put the question to her, if she believed that 
God had created the first man evil, she spoke sincerely , 
without dissimulation, saying, she could not apprehend it 
otherwise. Truly this ought to make many hundreds blush, 
who confess with their mouths that God created man good 
and upright, but deny the same truth by their actions. 
She spoke plainly as she apprehended it, and it is most 
evident, she acted in that manner from the very beginning. 

She knew, however, the name of the first man to be 
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Adam. How she came by that knowledge remains dark 
to us : but we have reason to believe, by her life and edu- 
cation, that she had heard this but historically, rather than 
that she was instructed therein, in order to lead her up to 
the knowledge of her misery : at least, she knew nothing 
of the Holy Scripture, and he who knows nothing thereof 
may be reasonably styled deeply ignorant, because he knows 
nothing of the way of salvation; though God, as God, may 
be revealed in our hearts, but not as a God of salvation : and 
what profit was it to her to know that the first man was 
called Adam, she knowing nothing of the first command, 
neither any thing of the fall of man, and so remained 
ignorant of her own misery ? 

But who must not tremble when he beholds her an 
object chosen by God as a vessel of mercy, that under all 
her ignorance is clean in her own eyes ! Besides, that the 
same object had but a few days to remain in this world, 
and must be led in that little space of time through the 
whole way of conversion. 

How strange must it have appeared to her, to hear the 
fall of man out of the word of God ! in what condition must 
her mind have been when she was convinced she was born 
in sin, a child of wrath, deserving hell from the womb ! 
what sorrow compassed her heart when she heard the law 
of God read to her, and was found guilty of the breach of 
every command thereof! what anxiety must have filled her 
mind when the Minister, by the word of God, set before 
her the breach of one command to be deserving of ever- 
lasting destruction ! how much more dreadful the damna- 
tion upon the breach of the whole law, which she confessed 
herself to be guilty of! must she not have trembled, when 
the Minister opened unto her the nature of the curse ! Are 
we able to represent the situation wherein she was at that 
time, if we add to it, that she was certain of the shortness 
of her life ? Sure the issue had taught her that the Holy 
Ghost carried on the work within her very powerfully: the 
first conversation struck her to the heart, and the first night 
must be a witness how oppressive the burden of sin was to 
her, and how she was bowed down under it: this will 
appear clearer anon. 

Meanwhile here is another mark of her deep ignorance ; 
F 3 
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she did not know the difference betwixt man and beast. 
She spake of an heaven, but was ignorant of hell. She had 
heard something of a purgatory in the church, but could 
never make any thing of it. By all this there appeared to 
be a greater ignorance in her than the very heathens, who 
supposed there were punishments and rewards after death. 
She not knowing there was a hell, consequently apprehended 
that every man after death was saved, because she could 
make nothing of a purgatory. Upon the question, How 
many ways there were after death: An eternal glory, was 
her answer, Who ever saw ignorance equal to this ? 

She did not know what to make of a purgatory ; but 
when the Minister spoke of a hell, the dwelling place of the 
ungodly after death, and gave a terrible description thereof, 
how must her affections have been moved thereby ! 

She knew not who Jesus Christ was; besides, she 
believed there were three Gods. In her are the words of 
St. Paul fulfilled, that Jesus Christ crucified was "an offence 
to the Jews, and foolishness to the Greeks; but to them 
that are called, both Jews and Greeks, the power and 
wisdom of God." 

However deeply ignorant she was, yet the word spoken 
was blest to her directly ; it worked with her the same 
night: and when both the gentlemen came to see her in 
the morning, she could not conceal it, it lay so heavy on 
her heart ; she was in anguish in the prison, and her soul 
was now in a more dreadful prison, which quickly swallowed 
up the thoughts of the former. 

Her refuge in God's mercy without Christ, her youth, 
and prayer, were no more anchors to hold her spirits up. 

She was convinced of sin, of God's justice, and judg- 
ment that was to follow; eternity lay heavier than lead upon 
her soul, and where she turned, she found no helper ; and 
if there was such an one, as the Minister told her, she did 
not know him, neither in what manner to approach to him, 
or how and what to pray for, but to repeat the Ten Com- 
mandments. In this truly she was not more ignorant than 
many, whose business it is now and then to go to church, 
and desire to be esteemed as persons of great knowledge ; 
meanwhile they believe the law and the form of the Chris- 
tian faith to be a prayer. None of them is ignorant enough 
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to take an act of parliament to be a petition to the same 
parliament ; and still, they call the law a prayer to God : 
but this was all over with the prisoner ; she stood guilty 
from the law of God, and when she had recourse to the 
Lord's Prayer, the gentleman took that from her in his first 
visit; in which time she was deeply convinced she had 
mocked God in every part of that prayer, as many times 
as she had used it. 

O how dreadful now was her condition ! eternal damna- 
tion pressed upon her heart, no door of escape was open, 
and death was ready to drag her upon the scaffold : but 
still she held fast on something ; she had prayed for an 
angel to defend her, and she believed saints and angels 
could pray for her, the Minister took this and all other false 
refuges from her, pointing her only unto a crucified Saviour. 

She remained in this mournful condition till Saturday ; 
the hammer of eternal destruction continued beating upon 
her heart, and not so much the first, as the second death 
represented itself every moment to her, surrounded with a 
train of pains and horrors ; while the first death seemed to 
threaten not to give her a single moment's respite ; and she 
was convinced already, that after death no reconciliation 
was to be found with God, knowing not the said Jesus. 

She was unhappily visited that afternoon by one that 
ministerd comfort to her without Jesus Christ. This gave 
her a little ease : she listened to this without thinking, that 
if God's mercy was greater than his righteousness, (which 
necessarily it must be, if he pardoneth without satisfac- 
tion) that his righteousness must be imperfect, and con- 
sequently, God be no more God. , 

That little ease she paid dear for the very day of her 
foolishness, and bewailed the time she had lost with abun- 
dance of tears. As soon as she had heard a description of 
God's righteousness, she felt the weight of all her sins 
universally through this mistake, in such a peculiar manner, 
that the following morning a weakness of body, and a 
visible alteration in her person, were to be seen. 

From Saturday evening to Sunday night was the most 
dreadful time she had: the anguish of soul, and the 
wrestlings therewith, cannot be uttered with words. Every 
thing she had before was now taken away from her, no 



56 

where could she find any opening : she stood still by what 
she missed ; but if that should ever be given unto her was 
a great doubt, and without that all was by her hopeless. 

Not without astonishment can we behold, that just upon 
that Sunday Morning the gentleman who had been so many 
times with her was constrained to speak, from the thirty- 
third chapter of Job, about the dreams, which gave her 
directly an opportunity to tell him what warning she had of 
God in a dream, the night before she committed the last 
theft, for which she was to suffer ; because this brought 
not only a greater weight of sin upon her heart, but she 
found a most clear evidence, that God still thought on such 
a great sinner, in giving her so timely a warning. 

The Lord who, according to his eternal purpose, knew 
how to glorify his grace in her, directed the mouths of both 
the gentlemen, and blessed their words to her. They both 
beheld her with pity wrestling with her misery, and it was 
visible she was hopeless ; she saw she had nothing in 
heaven and earth in which a dreadful eternity could be 
ventured upon, but the only sacrifice of Jesus, and she 
could not apprehend that God could be pleased to look down 
upon such a great sinner, to give her an interest in Christ. 
Now she gave all up, her hope perished, and she did nothing 
but bewail her sins, calling upon God to have a right sight 
thereof. 

Truly, this is the end : before we go over to God in 
Christ, we must die to ourselves, the life of our own hand 
must be lost, we must sit loose to every thing before the 
Lord Jesus, who stands waiting with arms of love stretched 
out, who will speak peace to, and sweetly embrace our souls. 

So it was with every one that was ever brought over to 
God in Christ ; so was it with Anna Catharina Merks ; when 
the waters did cover the tops of the highest mountains, 
when she could find no rest for the sole of her foot, like 
Noah's dove, God gave her an everlasting rest, against 
which the very gates of hell shall never prevail. When 
she saw herself poor and needy, God gave her eternal 
riches ; and when she was sinking without hope, God gave 
her to see his glory ; when she was broken down entirely, 
Christ built a palace of silver for her wherein his name, 
here and hereafter, and the free dispensation of his high 
and godly love, shall everlastingly \>e ^lorifiad. 
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It is far below the spirit of a Christian to think it too 
mean for the Lord to look down upon such a criminal ; we 
can only see into the decrees of God when the issues thereof 
appear ; man sees things quite otherwise than the Lord. 
The great Samuel took the eldest son of Jesse to be the 
man ; bat it was the meanest of his brethren whom the 
Lord had chosen to be anointed king. 

Now was it the time of love for Catharine. God did 
look upon her in mercy, and Christ told her she was his. 
She was set at large, the Redeemer stept in for her, and 
the burden of sin was taken away. 

Behold a deeply ignorant person, who knew not she had 
a conscience, neither the difference between man and beast, 
and was ignorant of a hell : but now, in a peculiar manner, 
though such a manner as is according to the word of God 
and the experience of all Christians, she was brought from 
the power of Satan to the kingdom of God's dear son, and 
from darkness to God's marvellous light. 

It is needless to repeat the remarks here and there in- 
serted in this work ; the reader may judge if therein is 
found any thing that contradicts her conversion. 

Happy was she already : the sting of death was taken 
away ; the threatenings of the great enemy could no more 
lay hold on her, though before her conversion eternity was 
dreadful to her : as death was horrible to her before her 
conviction, the more to be wondered at was her gladness 
about eternity, and quietness of mind about her temporal 
death, Death, said she, was for her no more death, but a 
door to everlasting life : she said it not only with her 
mouth, but her whole behaviour confirmed it. When she 
was summoned on Saturday, in the open air, to appear the 
Tuesday following to be executed, nottheleast fearappeared 
in her; a changing of countenance was seen in her indeed, 
but it was joy and gladnes ; and we may say of her as 
David said to God, of himself, he had "turned his mourning 
into rejoicing." 

The eyes of every beholder were fixed upon her when 
she appeared upon the scaffold, but none perceived the 
least disquietude of mind in her : she was in a perfectly 
serene frame of heart, the lingering moments were too 
tedious to her : but if upon the scaffold any affection was 
to be seen in her, it was her longing fox fctereafc^ 
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It is not without reason asserted, that when a Christian 
is enabled by God to believe firmly, he cannot but long . >t 
eternity; but a few reasons there are which caused her to 
long above other Christians. She was now upon the place 
where she was to die; the punishment of her crimes, which 
had been only represented to her before, was now with the 
infamy, pain, and all the horrors that accompany such a 
death, straight before her eyes ; but the sting was taken 
away : now she stood in that juncture of time wherein, if 
Jesus had not redeemed her, she should have sunk into a 
horrible hell. Now, she was sure to obtain a glorious 
Heaven as soon as her soul was separated from her body : 
she saw she did not deserve Heaven, but eternal damnation, 
on whose brink she should have been standing now, if Jesus 
had not been hers. What could this work in her but an 
unutterable thankfulness; and what could proceed from 
it but the utmost longings to thank and glorify her bene- 
factor for such a heavenly blessing, conferred on such an 
unworthy one ! this caused a quiet and serene mind, and 
was visible in her upon the scaffold. 

Unbelief, that slandereth the deeds of God's converted 
people, may ascribe the very deeds of Christ to Beelzebub, 
and bring in against the quiet frame of this pious soul, a 
subtle pretence: the thankfulness of Catharine, said he, 
must have broke out upon the scaffold in rejoicings and 
songs, if she had been converted: others, (who they say 
are apt to believe in her conversion) think it would have 
been no wonder if she had broke out in rejoicings; but 
God did not please it should be so, 

Rash judgment indeed ! not distinguishing the cause 
rightly: we have heard of rejoicings in the Martyrs, but 
this woman suffered for her sins and trespasses, not in the 
cause of God and for his glory. It is true, the sting of 
death was taken away, but she saw her guilt and trespasses 
much clearer than if she had died blind and unconverted. 
She had sinned, and was about to receive the punishment; 
what could conversion work in her, but a free confession ? 
She confessed her crimes willingly and without reserve, 
though she said she had no sins, because Jesus had covered 
the same; she shewed clearly she was sensible of her sin, 
because she had a desire to ask pardon for the lies spoken 
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to the court before her conversion, and she bewailed the 
salne with a flood of tears ; and farther, as she said, Good * 
people, take example from me, &c. God is a God of order, 
never calling evil good : and what greater rejoicings can 
we expect of such an one who died a criminal, though 
converted, than that she cried out, as she really did, My 
sins are forgiven me, and my unrighteousness is covered ! 

The quietness of her mind, rejoiced and amazed every 
one that saw her die : if we attend to her behaviour upon 
the scaffold, and the whole of the last morning, nothing is 
more evident than a conversion. 

But if so be the work had not been so much cleared up 
in her last moments, it would be no evidence at all that 
she died graceless ; but this was perfectly cleared up ; not 
in a wild or loose manner, but still and serene. She saw on 
one side her sins, and the punishment she was to suffer ; 
and on the other hand God's mercy : what could this work 
in her but calmness of mind, a sitting loose to this life, and 
a longing to be with Jesus ? and these three things were 
found in her. 

Abraham said to Dives, "if they do not hear Moses and 
the Prophets, they will not believe though one rose from 
the dead :" truly it is so ! the Almighty had manifested in 
a most convincing manner, by words and deeds, that Jesus 
Christ is come in the flesh : do natural men believe this ? 
They confess it with the mouth ; but when the confession 
is made through the Spirit, he is no longer a natural man; 
because "every spirit," saith St. John, "that confesseth 
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, is of God." 

A Christian knoweth full well, unbelief will never cease 
to make objections ; but he cares little for it, when all is 
right betwixt God and his soul ; and it will be far from 
him to doubt the glorious rest of Anna Catharina Merks. 

Truly the Lord has glorified himself in her, the angels 
of Heaven have sung praises unto God for it,* and the free 

* It is worthy to be observed how wonderfully the Lord was pleased 
to work upon the minds of several of his people in the time thfr 
prisoner was under conviction ; several persons that had never seen 
her, but hearing what a work there was upon her soul, were constrained 
to wrestle with God in her behalf, and more than one received an answer 
from the Lord, by which they were enabled to believe that th& \«st&> 
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grace of God in the conversion of Anna Catharina Merks, 
•is a shining jewel in the crown of Jesu's merits. 

She liveth before the throne of God, ind sings for ever 
praises to her dear Redeemer, Jehovah-Jesus. Amen. 

> 
would convert her. But one instance I cannot pass over in silence, 
knowing it to be true. A poor Christian woman, highly favoured of 
the Lord, who hardly ever heard any thing of the prisoner, * s won- 
derfully constrained to think of her as she was sitting in her own room, 
the day before she was executed ; and knowing nothing of her conversion, 
but only that she was to die the following day, wished in her heart that 
God would be pleased to bring the poor prisoner out of soul-darkness 
into his marvellous light ; and instantly darted powerfully those words 
into her soul — "She shall need no candle, neither light of the sun, for the 
Lord God giveth her light, and she shall reign for ever and ever." 
(Rev. xxii. 5.) And the woman believed that she was converted, or 
should be so before she died. 

It is observable, that the room wherein the prisoner was at that 
time, was under ground, so that, night and day, all the light she had 
was by a candle. 
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